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Symbolic inauguration rallies Chavez supporters

C. TOOTHAKER

IAN JAMES

Associated Press
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP)
— Nothing shows the ex-
tent of Hugo Chavez's grip
on power quite as clearly
as his absence from his
own inauguration Thurs-
day.

Venezuela gathered for-
eign allies and tens of
thousands of exuberant
supporters to celebrate a
new term for a leader too
ill to return home for a real
swearing-in.

In many ways, it looked like
the sort of rally the presi-
dent has staged dozens
of times throughout his 14
years in power: The lead-
er's face beamed from
shirts, signs and banners.
Adoring followers danced
and chanted in the

As for the symbolic street
rally, Pino said, “perhaps
it's the first chapter of what
they call Chavismo without
Chavez.”

Yet in the crowd outside
the presidential palace,
many insisted that Chavez
was still present in their
hearts, testifying to his suc-
cess in forging a fight bond
of identity with millions of
poor Venezuelans.

The crowd chanted: “We
are all Chavez!” Some
wore paper cutouts of the
yellow, blue and red presi-
dential sash to show they
were symbolically swear-
ing in themselves in, in
Chavez's place.

Those in the crowd raised
their hands and repeated
an oath after Vice Presi-
dent Nicolas  Maduro,

Chavez's designated suc-

surgery in Cuba that he
has made no broadcast
statement in more than a
month, and has not ap-
peared in a single photo.
Officials have not speci-
fied what sort of cancer he
suffers or which hospital is
treating him.

Yet the opposition, limping
off of two recent electoral
defeats, seems powerless
to effectively challenge
him, and critics see their
impotence in the battle
over his new inaugura-
fion as an example of how
the president and his allies
have, both previously and
now, bent the couniry's
democratic system to suit
their purposes.

Despite opposition claims
that the constitution de-
mands a Jan. 10 inaugu-
rafion, the pro-Chavez

A supporter of Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez holds up a painting of him during a symbolic
inauguration rally for Chavez outside Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuelq,

Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013.

streets fo music blaring
from speakers mounted
on frucks. Nearly every-
one wore red, the color
of his Bolivarian Revolution
movement, as the swell-
ing crowd spilled from the
main avenue onto side
streefts.

But this time, there was no
Chavez on the balcony of
Miraflores Palace.

It was the first fime in Vene-
zuela’s history that a presi-
dent has missed his inaugu-
ration, said Elias Pino lturrie-
fa, a prominent historian.

cessor: "l swear by the Bo-
livarian Constitution that |
will defend the presidency
of commander Chavez in
the street, with reason, with
the fruth!”

“Viva Chavez!” Maduro
said. He called for a round
of applause for the presi-
dent’'s Cabinet ministers,
saying they were starting
a new term, and he said of
Chavez, "he’s in a battle.”
The Venezuelan leader,
normally af the center of
national attention, is so ill
following a fourth cancer

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano)

congress approved delay-
ing the inauguratfion and
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday endorsed the
postponement, saying the
president could be sworn
in before the court at a
later date.

Opposition lawmaker Ma-
ria Corina Machado called
that a “well-aimed coup
against the Venezuelan
Constitution” and echoed
other critics’ suspicions that
foreign allies are influenc-
ing events in Venezuela:
“It's being directed from

Cuba, and by Cubans,”
she tfold The Associated
Press.

Opposition leaders called
for protests on Jan. 23, the
anniversary of the fall of
the country’s last dictator-
ship in 1958.

But it is unclear how much
support the opposition’s
complaints can gener-
ate amid an outpouring
of public sympathy for the
ailing president, and with
Latin American neighbors
either supporting the gov-
ernment’s stance or reluc-
fant fo step info Venezu-
ela’s domestic affairs.

The government invited
foreign leaders to add po-
litical weight to Thursday's
event, and they filled a
stage in front of the presi-
dential palace as Maduro
addressed the crowd and
called it a “historic event.”
A recording of Chavez
singing the national an-
them suddenly appeared,
and his followers sang
along. At the end, his voice
boomed: “Long live the
Bolivarian Revolution!”
Sitting beside Maduro were
presidents including Daniel
Ortega of Nicaragua, Evo
Morales of Bolivia and Jose
Mujica of Uruguay. The
government said officials
from about 20 other no-
tions were on hand.
Argentine Foreign Minister
Hector Timerman said Pres-
ident Cristina Fernandez
was fraveling to Havana
on Thursday to see Chavez.
Some raised the possibility
of Chavez's death, though
no one uttered the word.
“There’'s a man who's fight-
ing a battle for his life, who
is in all of your hearts,” Mu-
jica told the crowd. “But if
he isn't here fomorrow, uni-
ty, peace and work, dear
friends.”

While the visiting leaders
spoke, fighter jets thun-
dered overhead, flying
low. Members of the Cabi-
net waved to them, and
the crowd went wild wav-
ing flags. One of the war-
planes did aroll.

Militia  troops in fatigues
stood in formation. Soldiers
and police guarded street
corners while hip-hop art-
ists performed in the morn-
ing on stages set up along
the avenue.l

President Barack Obama
shakes hands with current
White House Chief of
Staff Jack Lew in the East
Room of the White House
in Washington, Thursday,
Jan. 10, 2013, where he
announced he will nominate
Lew as the next Treasury
Secretary.

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

Obama picks
Jack Lew for
US Treasury

JIM KUHNHENN

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jack
Lew, nominated for Treo-
sury secretary Thursday by
President Barack Obama,
has honed his skills in the
frenches of fiscal policy,
helping forge major deals
encompassing Social Se-
curity and budgets for 30
years, since the Reagan
and Clinfon administra-
fions.

Lew has had a hand in
some of the biggest eco-
nomic deals negofiated in
Washington. What awaits
him if he's confirmed could
far exceed any challenge
of the past — a ftriple-
decked potential crisis that
will test his experience the
moment he opens his of-
fice door on the third floor
of the Treasury Building.
Obama highlighted Lew's
experience in announcing
the selection, an unmis-
takable nod to the fast-
approaching deadlines to
raise the government bor-
rowing limit, avert deep
and immediate spending
cuts and extend govern-
ment operations.

“I frust  his  judgment,”
Obama said. “I value his
friendship. | know very few
people with greater integ-
rity.” Q4
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Israeli police: blast criminally motivated

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — A bomb exploded in a car near
a bus in Tel Aviv on Thursday in what police said was a
criminally moftivated assassination attempt. The explosion
went off close to the site of a bus bombing in November.
Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said an investigation
was under way and that the target was an underworld
figure. He could not confirm the identity of the man tar-
geted. Media reported that the man was Nissim Alperon,
head of one of the country’s most powerful crime fami-
lies. Alperon has often escaped death. Thursday’'s aftack
was the ninth assassination attempt he has survived in the
past 12 years.

Spaniard in Cuba death may get release

MADRID (AP) — A Spanish man involved in a traffic crash
in Cuba that killed a prominent dissident may be allowed
to serve out his four-year sentence in his country under a
work release program. The 27-year-old Angel Carromero
was sentfenced in October in a July 22 crash in eastern
Cuba that killed pro-democracy activist Oswaldo Paya
and fellow dissident Harold Cepero. Carromero, a re-
gional leader of the Popular Party, was driving the car.
The dissidents were seated in the back. Spanish prison of-
ficials said Thursday that Carromero, currently imprisoned
northwest of Madrid, could be placed in a work release
program in the coming days.(d

Court finds 3 guilty of glorifying Nazism

VIENNA (AP) — An Austrian court has convicted a lead-
ing neo-Nazi and two accomplices of glorifying Nazism
through a website and sentenced them to prison terms of
up fto nine years. Gottfried Kuessel was given a nine-year
prison sentence Thursday for being the founder of the
“"Alpen-Donau” website. He already spent tfime in prison
in the 1990s on conviction of trying to form a successor
to the Nazi party. The two others — Felix Binder and Wil-
helm Anderle — were sentenced to seven and 4 ', years
respectively. The website is no longer active, but defied
years of Austrian efforts to shut it down because it was
housed on a U.S. server.]

Large reptile found guarding drugs dies

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Authorities in Northern Califor-
nia made a snappy discovery during a routine probation
check: An alligator-like reptile named “Mr. Teeth,” who
was apparently protecting a stash of marijuana. When Al-
ameda County Sheriff's deputies entered the Castro Val-
ley home on Tuesday, they not only found 34 pounds of
marijuana valued at an estimated $100,000, but also the
5-foot (1.52-meter)-long caiman inside a Plexiglas tank
guarding itin a bedroom. The caiman was very sick when
it arrived at the zoo's veterinary hospital, zoo spokes-
man Nicky Mora said Thursday. “The veterinarian said he
passed away overnight,” Mora said.[

Mexico hopes for stronger US gun laws

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico's newly named ambassador
to the United States says he hopes the U.S. imposes new
gun-conftrol laws that will help reduce violence in Mexico.
Ambassador Eduardo Medina Mora said Thursday that
the Newtown shootings had raised outrage to the point
where previously unfeasible legal changes may be pos-
sible. Mexico says U.S. guns, particularly assault weapons,
help fuel drug cartel-related violence.[d

Panetta:
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US in ‘last chapter’ of Afghan war

ROBERT BURNS

AP National Security Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — De-
fense Secretary Leon Pa-
netta said Thursday that
the U.S.-led coadlition has

advanced to the “last
chapter” of an 1l-year
struggle to ensure that

Afghanistan can defend
itself. The endgame to
which Panefta referred

raised by many about his
views on Israel and Iran.

“I' think a lot of the criticisms
that are being made right
now are unfair,” Panetta
said, adding that he would
leave it fo Hagel to ad-
dress these at his Senate
confirmation hearing, the
date for which has not yet
been seft.

“In these confirmation

after 2014, but it may spell
out specific examples of
U.S. aid.

“We made very good
progress on, you know, the
kind of equipment that we
would fry to make avail-
able to them,” to enable
the Afghans to not only se-
cure their borders but also
prevent a Taliban take-
over, Panetta said.

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, accompanied by Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey,
gestures during a news conference at the Pentagon, Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013. Panetta said he is
asking his department to begin taking steps to freeze civilian hiring, delay some contract awards
and curtail some maintenance to prepare for drastic budget cuts if Congress can’t reach an
agreement on a final spending plan.

is punctuated with un-
certainty, beginning with
doubts about whether the
Afghan government can
build legitimacy by cred-
ibly serving its population.
Also in question is whether
Afghan security forces will
be capable of holding off
the Taliban after interna-
tional forces leave in 2014,
Panetfta, who intends fo
quit his post within weeks,
held an hour-long, one-on-
one meeting at the Penta-
gon with Afghan President
Hamid Karzai. The Pento-
gon chief said afterward
that they had made “very
good progress” on key is-
sues, including the basis
for an agreement on con-
tinued U.S. assistance after
the combat mission ends.

Panetta also predicted
that his designated succes-
sor, former Republican Sen.
Chuck Hagel of Nebraska,
will be confirmed by the
Senate, despite questions

battles there are a lot of
charges that will be out
there,” he added. “There
will be a lot of criticisms
that are out there. But ul-
fimately, the fruth prevails.
And | think the fruth in this
case will mean that he'll
be confirmed.”

Panetta said he is con-
fident, after having met
with Hagel to discuss the
fransition, that the Vietham
War veteran is committed
to the plan for gradually
shifting responsibility for Af-
ghanistan’s security to Af-
ghan forces so that foreign
forces can leave in two
years.

Panetta told a news con-
ference that he and Karzai
had laid the groundwork
for the Afghan leader’s
meeting at the White
House on Friday with Presi-
dent Barack Obama. That
session is not expected to
clarify the size of any U.S.
military role in Afghanistan

(AP Photo/ Evan Vucci)

Gen. Martin
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, told the
same news conference
that U.S. and Afghan of-
ficials are developing «a
common assessment  of
threats Afghanistan is likely
to face in the future. Con-
clusions from that study
will help determine the full
range of Afghanistan’s mili-
tary requirements, he said.
U.S. commanders in Af-
ghanistan have proposed
options for keeping be-
tween 6,000 and 15,000
U.S. troops in Afghanistan
after 2014 to continue pres-
suring terrorists and further
develop Afghan security
forces. But the White House
has aimed even lower,
teling reporters on Tues-
day that Obama would
be open to the possibility
of withdrawing entirely in
2014, so long as he can be
confident that Afghanistan
can stand onits own. 4

Dempsey,
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Biden clashes with gun lobby over control proposals

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Obama administration s
assembling proposals  to
curb gun violence that
would include a ban on
sales of assault weapons,
limits on high-capacity
ammunition magazines
and universal background
checks for gun buyers.
The country’s most power-
ful pro-gun group made
clear its opposition to such
moves.

President Barack Obama
has pushed reducing gun
violence to the top of his
domestic agenda follow-
ing last month's massacre
of 20 children and six adults
at a Connecticut elemen-
tary school.

The president put Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden in charge
of an administration-wide
task force and set a late

January deadline for pro-
posals.

Sketching out details of the
plan Thursday, Biden said
he would give Obama a
set of recommendations
by next Tuesday.

The National Rifle Associa-
tion, one of the pro-gun
groups that met with Biden
during the day, rejected
the effort to limit ammuni-
tfion and dug in on its oppo-
sition to an assault weap-
ons ban, which Obama
has previously said he will
propose to Congress.

“The vice president made
it clear, made it explicitly
clear, that the president
had already made up his
mind on those issues,” NRA
president David Keene said
following the meeting. “We
made it clear that we dis-
agree with them.”J

Vice President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting with Sportsmen and Women and Wildlife Interest
Groups and member of his cabinet, Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013, in Washington.

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)

Judge says Colorado shooting suspect will face ftrial

DAN ELLIOTT

Associated Press
CENTENNIAL, Colorado
(AP) —A Colorado judge
says there’s enough evi-
dence for James Holmes to
face frial on charges that

allege he killed 12 people
and injured 70 others in a
movie theater last summer.
Judge Wiliam  Sylvester
said Thursday that prosecu-
tors have established prob-
able cause on more than

Yoo ek Vamch i Ondyhe Vg,

160 felony counts.

Holmes is due to be ar-
raigned Friday, but his de-
fense attorneys filed papers
Thursday saying he's not
ready to enter a plea. They
are likely to ask for the ar-

raignment fo be delayed.
Sylvester found, as ex-
pected, that prosecutors
have marshaled enough
evidence to take Holmes
to trial, which means he
could arraign Holmes and
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require him to enter a plea.
Defense aftorneys did not
explain why they are not
ready for that. Holmes' at-
torneys made the requests
in a fiing that also ob-
jected to media requests
to bring cameras into the
courtroom.

Other than during his
brief initial appearance in
July, cameras have been
barred from court during
Holmes' case.

During a three-day hear-
ing earlier this week, pros-
ecutors laid out their case
against Holmes, 25.

A succession of police and
federal agents ftestified
that Holmes spent weeks
amassing guns and am-
munifion, concocted ex-
plosives to booby-trap his
apartment and scouted
the movie theater where
he would allegedly un-
leash a horrific attack on
hundreds of terrified peo-
ple.

The officers also described
a hellish scene inside the
theater on July 20, when 12
people were shot to death
before their families and
friends’ eyes and scores
of others were wounded
amid a din of gunshofs,
screams and the blaring
soundfrack of “The Dark
Knight Rises.”d
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1 student shot at rural high school in California

TAFT, Cadlifornia (AP) — A
16-year-old student armed
with a shotgun walked into
class in a rural California
high school on Thursday
and shot one student, fired
at another and missed,
and then was talked info
surrendering by a teacher
and another staff member,
officials said.

The teen victim was in
critical but stable condi-
tion, Kern County Sheriff
Donny Youngblood told
a news conference. The
sheriff said the teacher at
Taft Union High School suf-
fered a minor pellet wound
tfo the head and declined
freatment.

The atftack there came
less than a month after a
gunman massacred 20
children and six women
at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Con-
necticut, then killed him-
self.

That shooting prompted
President Barack Obama
fo promise new efforts to

curb gun violence. Vice
President Joe Biden, who
was placed in charge of
the initiative, said he would
deliver new policy propos-
als to the president by next
week.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, a
California Democrat, said
in a statement that her
father had attended Taft

Union and she has visited
the school over the years.

“At  this moment my
thoughts and prayers are
with the victims, and | wish
them a speedy recovery,”
Feinstein said. "“But how
many more shootings must
there be in America before
we come to the realization
that guns and grievances

Paramedics transport a student wounded during a shooting
Thursday Jan. 10, 2013 at San Joaquin Valley high school in Taft,

Caiif.

(AP Photo/Doug Keeler)

New law extends protection
for Bush, Obama, successors

STEWART M. POWELL

© 2013 Hearst Newspapers
WASHINGTON - Without
fanfare, President Obama
on Thursday ended a two-
tiered system of U.S. Secret
Service protection for for-
mer presidents. Now, all
former chief executives will
receive lifelong, round-the-
clock protection.

The president signed leg-
islation intfo law fo extend
protection from 10 years
to lifelong for former presi-
dents who served after

1997. Before the change,
former President George
W. Bush had been sched-
uled to lose U.S. Secret Ser-
vice protection 10 years
after leaving office in 2019
and Obama would have
lost post-presidential pro-
tection 10 years after leav-
ing office in 2027. First la-
dies, including Laura Bush
and Michelle Obama, will
also receive lifetime pro-

tection. The Bushes are
living in Dallas, Texas and
maintain  their ranch in

Crawford, Texas.

“Former presidents en-
gage in numerous activi-
ties, diplomatic and hu-
manitarian  efforts over-
seas, and they're still sym-
bols of our country,” said
a Secret Service official
speaking on condition of
anonymity. “'That’s one of
the reasons we felf it was
good to have (protection)
for life,”’ the official said.
“They could be potential
targets for those seeking to
doharm.”

do not belong together?g”
The Taft gunman had as
many as 20 rounds of am-
munition in his pocket, the
sheriff said.

When the shots were fired,
the teacher tried to get the
more than two dozen stu-

dents out a back door and
also engaged the shooter
in conversation to distract
him, Youngblood said.
A campus supervisor re-
sponding to a call of shots
fired also began talking to
the gunman.

Enjoy our
much celebrated
3-Course
Dinner Special!

|j_'_'_.-ﬂ._|:| pﬁ ze E_.

= Fish Soup
= Onlon Soup

= Conch Fritters

= Escargot

= Salad

C_ Entrée

= Frash Catch of tha Day

proparad By pur lcal chal just I way you lilos 2

= Jumbo Shrimp from our ksl wabes
hroaded sarved with pobatn or nes of
with gatic ioasnd owar R,

= Filat Mignon® § ar US Tendariarn
= Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast

Cpan dally from 5:00pm - 10:30pm [closed an Sundays)
For nesarvations call 583-25158 - Klipsiraal 12, Downiown
wwnwdrifbwoodaniba. com. = drilfwoodi@selarnel. aw




FRIDAY 11 JANUARY 2013IUISI NEWS

Obama eases immigration rule for family of U.S. citizens

Laura Green

© 2013 Cox Newspapers
WASHINGTON - Immi-
grants who are in the Unit-
ed States illegally but have
a spouse, child or parent
who is a citizen may soon
have a quicker road to ob-
taining permission to live in
the country lawfully.

A new rule announced this
week will allow immigrants,
starting March 4, to apply
for a waiver and then re-

furn to their home country
fo get a visa. The waiver
requires them to prove
that their absence would
cause an extreme hard-
ship for their relative who is
a citizen.

Immigrants currently mak-
ing that same hardship
case have to leave the
country, risking that they
may never be able to re-
furn, in order to begin the
process of building a legal
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life in America.

“The law is designed to
avoid exireme hardship
to U.S. citizens, which is
precisely what this rule
achieves,”” U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services
Director Alejandro Mayor-
kas said. ''The change will
have a significant impact
on American families by
greatly reducing the fime
family members are sepa-
rafed from those they rely
upon.”’

Families have been sepa-
rated for months and even
years, and are typically
separated for six fo nine
months just during the first
step of getfting a waiver.

Nowimmigrantswillbe able
to seek a waiver before
leaving the United States.
Once they have gone
through a background
check and received the
waiver, they must still return
to their home country, sub-
mit to an interview and be

approved by the State De-
partment before they are
issued a visa.

“It's a step in the right di-
rection,”” said Wiliam Ca-
vanaugh, a West Palm
Beach, Fla., immigration
aftorney. ‘'They need to
pass something that's go-
ing to affect people on a
bigger scale.”

President Barack Obama
has promised to make im-
migration reform a priority
in his second term.]

Tough lawmaker back in Nebraska’s capitol

JOHN ELIGON

© 2013 New York Times
LINCOLN, Neb. - They
came to him with hugs and
elbow bumps (he rarely
shakes hands), wide grins
and hearty backslaps.

“I'm very pleased to see
you again,” one man said.
“I'm excited,” a woman
said, leaning in for an em-
brace.

A wave of love greeted Er-
nie Chambers, Nebraska's
irascible state senator,
as he resumed his mara-
thon legislative career on
Wednesday after having
sat out the last four years
because of a term limifs
law that he believes was
targeted at him.

His tenure was interrupted
in 2008 after voters ap-
proved term limits that bar
senators from serving more
than two consecutive four-
year terms.

(He had already served
nine straight.)

But they may return aof-
ter sitting out a term, and
Chambers, 75, in Novem-
ber defeated Brenda
Council, who had taken his
seat when he left.
Chambers, who  does
not align himself with any
mainstream political party,
gamely returned the pleas-
antries on the opening day
of Nebraska's legislative
session, but with a healthy
dose of skepticism.

Over a four-decade ca-
reer in the unicameral Leg-
islature here — longer than
any Nebraska senator’s
— Chambers developed a
reputation as the cham-
ber’'s most passionate and
peskiest member. A master

of process and procedure,
he will do whatever neces-
sary to derail a bill he does
not like. His candor can
leave a trail of hurt feelings.
So it remains to be seen
how long his colleagues’

land boots. He sported

the same white beard and
dome of white hair he has
had for years. He spoke po-
etically. Where other sena-
tors sat in the chamber as
they conducted business,

Nebraska State Sen. Ernie Chambers, center, at the state Capitol
in Lincoln, Neb. Chambers resumed his legislative career on this
week after having sat out the last four years because of a term
limits law that he believes was targeted at him.

(Brian Lehmann/The New York Times)

smiles will last.

“If you were approaching
a black panther, and he's
not in his cage, then you're
not going to do anything
to antagonize him,” said
Chambers, who in 1971 be-
came the first black elect-
ed fo the Nebraska Leg-
islature. “Time will tell how
real any of this is.” Later,
he added, “I'm probably
the most hated man in this
state.”

Not one for sentimentality
or formality, Chambers re-
turned to the state Capitol
much the way he left four
years ago: wearing blue-
jeans cuffed at the ankles,
a short-sleeve sweaftshirt
and dark brown Timber-

Chambers stood, leaning
on a desk behind him and
clasping his fingers.

Fellow legislators, their
staffers, chamber guards
and even a postal worker
flocked to say hello. Some
already wanted fto talk
policy. Chambers told one
man that he did not care
about another person’s
politics. “My whole thing is
how | get along with that
person,” he said.

The mil of well-wishers
seemed a bit much for a
man who says he prefers
solitude

“This is hard for me,” he
whispered to his daughter,
Gayla, as they stood at the
back of the Senate floor. ]
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California teacher’s fund to divest of gun stock

MARY W. WALSH

MICHAEL COOPER

© 2013 New York Times
One of the United States’
largest pension funds be-
gan Wednesday fo divest

panies like the Freedom
Group, the maker of the
Bushmaster semiautomat-
ic rifle that authorities say
Adam Lanza used to kill 20
first-graders and six adults

for teachers and retirees. It
took CalSTRS several years
fo divest its tobacco hold-
ings. Keiley predicted that
the firearms industry would
come under market pres-

Cadlifornia Treasurer Bill Lockyer, who tangled with the National Rifle association during his term
as the state’s attorney general, at a California State Teachers Retirement System meeting in West
Sacramento, Calif. Lockyer made the motion to design and execute a plan to divest from all
companies that make guns that are illegal in California.

itself of firearms holdings,
a response to the school-
house shoofing in New-
town, Conn., that other
pension funds could follow.
The California State Teach-
ers Retirement System,
known as CalSTRS, voted
unanimously fo begin its
formal divestment  pro-
cess. The vote occurred
at a public meeting where
teachers said they did not
want their retirement nest
eggs placed with com-

at the Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School on Dec. 14.
“This latest incident, which
occurred at a school and
involved fellow educators
and the children we cher-
ish, is a fipping point for
CalSTRS,” said Harry Keiley,
chairman of the fund’s in-
vestment committee.
Divestment involves sever-
al steps, to make sure fund
officials comply with their fi-
duciary duty to protect the
assets being accumulated

(Jim Wilson/The New York Times)

sure that could make it an
unsound investment.

The move puts the Califor-
nia teachers’ fund at the
forefront of a movement
to reconsider whether in-
vesting in firearms is an ap-
propriate way for states
and cifies fo cover the re-
tirement costs of their work-
ers. Since the shootings, of-
ficials of other public pen-
sion funds, including those
in New York, Connecticut,
Rhode Island and Massa-

Cuomo urges swift action on gun laws

THOMAS KAPLAN

© 2013 New York Times
ALBANY, N.Y. - Gov. An-
drew M. Cuomo said Thurs-
day that it would be a der-
eliction of duty for lawmak-
ers not fo pass new gun
laws but that he did not
have a timetable for push-
ing a bill through the state
Legislature.  Negotiations
among aides to the gover-
nor and legislative leaders
continued at the Capitol,
a day after Cuomo called
for new gun laws in his
State of the State address.
Speaking to reporters af-
ter getting a flu shot atf the
Capitol, he again made it
clear that, after the shoot-
ings in Newtown, Conn.,
and Webster, N.Y., last
month, he was exasperat-
ed and impatient over the
issue of gun violence and

wanted the Legislature to
take swift action.

“A majority of the people
of this state are saying
enough is enough,” Cuo-
mo said. “Something has
fo be done. How many
lives have to be lost? How
many innocents have to
be loste”

The governor, a Democrat,
called on Wednesday
for lawmakers to expand
the state's ban on assault
weapons and high-capac-
ity magazines and put in
place other gun confrols,
including requiring back-
ground checks for ammu-
nition purchases and the
periodic recertification of
gun licenses.

On Thursday, Cuomo said
he was open to making
changes in his gun-control
package based on feed-

back from lawmakers but
did not get into specifics
about where he was willing
to compromise. Cuomo
said Republicans in the
state Senate wanted few-
er gun restrictions than he
had proposed, while Dem-
ocrats in the Assembly had
“sensitivity” to increased
penalties for gun crimes
that are being sought by
Republicans.

Cuomo also said there was
a disagreement over what
to do with assault weap-
ons that are now legally
owned but would be out-
lowed under an expanded
ban; last month, he said
that “confiscation could
be an option,” a remark
that set off anxiety among
gun owners. (He has not
repeated that comment in
recent days.)d

chusetts, have said they
were searching their port-
folios for firearms invest-
ments. But some of them
have also expressed con-
cerns about their fiduciary
duties. “We can’'t manage
the pension fund based on
whatever the hot issue of
the moment is,” Thomas P.
DiNapoli, the sole trustee of
New York state's pension
fund for state and munici-
pal workers, said in a radio
inferview.

He said he had found
weapons holdings worth
about $15 million, out of a
$150 billion portfolio, and

Come Join

thEFu n

was still deliberating over
what steps to take. “There
are big questions about
gun manufacturers, and
where we're headed as a
society,” he told WNYC.
Many pension investments
in gun companies have
been made through pri-
vate equity partnerships,
which usually run for many
years and are hard ftfo
leave early without taking
a loss. Officials of several
pension funds with stakes
in the Freedom Group said
that in keeping with the
usual practice in private
equities.[]
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Wave of bombings kill 115 in Pakistan

ABDUL SATTAR

SEBASTIAN ABBOT
Associated Press

QUETTA, Pakistan (AP) — A
series of bombings killed
115 people across Pakistan
on Thursday, including 81
who died in twin blasts on
a bustling billiards hall in
a Shiite area of the south-
western city of Quetta.
Pakistan’s  minority  Shiite
Muslims have increasingly
been targeted by radical
Sunnis who consider them
heretics, and a militant
Sunni group claimed re-
sponsibility for Thursday's
deadliest attack — send-
ing a suicide bomber into
the packed pool hall and
then detonating a car
bomb five minutes later.

It was one of the deadliest
days in recent years for a
counftry that is no stranger
fo violence from radical Is-
lamists, militant separatists
and criminal gangs.
Violence has been espe-
cially infense in southwest
Baluchistan province,
where Quetta is the capi-
tal and the country’s larg-
est concentration of Shi-
ites live. Many are ethnic
Hazara who migrated from
neighboring Afghanistan.
The billiards hall targeted
Thursday was located in
an area dominated by the
minority sect. In addition
to the 81 dead, more than
120 people were wounded
in the double bombing,
said police officer Zubair
Mehmood. The dead in-
cluded police officers, jour-
nalists and rescue workers
who responded fo the ini-
fial explosion.

Ghulam Abbas, a Shiite
who lives about 150 yard
(meters) from the billiards

hall, said he was at home
with his family when the first
blast occurred. He was try-
ing to decide whether to
head to the scene when
the second bomb went off.
“The second blast was a
deafening one, and | fell
down,” he said. "I could
hear cries and minutes lat-
er | saw ambulances taking
the injured to the hospital.”
Hospitals and a local mor-

militant group with strong
ties to the Pakistani Tal-
iban, claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack. Hazara
Shiites, who migrated from
Afghanistan more than a
century ago, have been
the targets of dozens of at-
tacks by Lashkar-e-Jhangvi
in Quetta over the past
year, but Thursday's was
by far the bloodiest.

Human  Rights  Watch

started on an even more
dismal note,” said Ali Day-
an Hasan, Pakistan director
at Human Rights Watch.

“As Shia community
members continue to be
slaughtered in cold blood,
the callousness and indif-
ference of authorities of-
fers a damning indictment
of the state, its military and
security agencies,” Hasan

|' -"m
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said. "Pakistan’s tolerance

!

Pakistani volunteers rush a young injured victim from a bomb blast in a commercial area to a

local hospital in Quetta, Pakistan, Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013.

tuary were overwhelmed
as the dead and wound-
ed arrived throughout the
evening. Weeping rela-
tives gathered outside the
emergency room at Quet-
ta’s Civil Hospital. Inside
the morgue, bodies were
laid out on the floor.

The bombs severely dam-
aged the three-story build-
ing where the pool hall was
located and seft it on fire.
It also damaged nearby
shops, homes and offices.
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, a Sunni

sharply criticized the Paki-
stani government for not
doing enough to crack
down on the kilings and
protect the country’s vul-
nerable Shiite community.
It said more than 400 Shiites
were killed in targeted at-
tacks in Pakistan in 2012,
including over 120 in Balu-
chistan.

“2012 was the bloodiest
year for Pakistan's Shia
community in living mem-
ory and if this latest attack
is any indication, 2013 has

(AP Photo/Arshad Butt)

for religious extremists is not
just destroying lives and
alienating entire communi-
fies, it is destroying Pakistani
society across the board.”
Pakistan’s intelligence
agencies helped nurture
Sunni militant groups like
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi in  the
1980s, to counter a per-
ceived threat from neigh-
boring Iran, which is mostly
Shiite. Pakistan  banned
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi in 2001,
but the group continues o
operate fairly freely.(d
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Mali:

Islamists clash
with military,

take key town

BABA AHMED

KRISTA LARSON

Associated Press
BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — The
Islamists who rule northern
Mali clashed with govern-
ment forces for the first
fime in nearly a year, seiz-
ing a strategic city Thurs-
day as the al-Qaida-linked
militants  pushed toward
the government line of
control in the center of the
froubled country.

The capture of the city of
Konna marks a dangerous
escalation in the Islamists’
confrontation with the Ma-
lian government,

which is based hundreds
of miles (kilometers) to the
south in the capital, Ba-
mako.

The fighting in central Mali
also comes amid specula-
tion that a regional military
intfervention to oust the ex-
fremists may not come until
September at the earliest.
The Islamists seized the
fown of Douentza four
months ago after brief
standoff with a local mi-
litia, but pushed no fur-
ther until clashes broke
out late Wednesday in
Konna, a town of 50,000
people, where fearful resi-
dents cowered inside their
homes.

“We have chased the army
out of the city of Konng,
which we have occupied
since 11 a.m.,” declared
Sanda Abou Mohamed,
a spokesman for the Ansar
Dine militant group, speak-
ing by telephone from
Timbuktu.(d
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Kremlin: Adoptions deal with US valid until 2014

VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) —The Krem-
lin said Thursday that an
adoption deal with the U.S.
will remain valid until 2014
despite a new Russian law
banning the practice, but
no new adoptions will be
permitted and only those
already cleared by Russian
courts before the ban will
be allowed to complete.
Last  month,  President
Vladimir Putin signed a law
banning Americans from
adopting Russian children,
part of a harsh response
tfo a U.S. law targeting Rus-
sians deemed to be violat-
ing human rights.

Putin's spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on indepen-
dent Dozhd (Rain) TV that
the adoptions agreement

will remain in force until
Jan. 1, 2014 due fto its pro-
vision that it should be valid
for a year after one of the
parties terminates it, which
Russia did on Jan. 1. But he
added that all new adop-
fions and also those which
hadn't been completed
before the new law took
effect will be banned.

“In cases when certain ju-
dicial procedures haven't
been completed, a com-
plete ban on adoptions
by U.S. parents will be en-
forced,” Peskov said. “The
agreement isn't a mecha-
nism that obliges Russia
to provide its children for
adoptions. It regulates
the regime for our chil-
dren there, the monitoring
mechanism.”

Peskov said that those Rus-

Poll: Most of Ireland favors
greater access to abortions

SHAWN POGATCHNIK
Associated Press

DUBLIN (AP) — Most people
in Ireland want lawmakers
to give women wider ac-
cess to abortion,

a poll revealed Thursday
as senior clerics ftestified
before a parliamentary
commifttee  investigating
Ireland’s ban on the prac-
tice.

Prime Minister Enda Ken-
ny's government  has
pledged to legalize abor-
fion for women whose lives
are deemed in danger

from a pregnancy, includ-
ing those who threaten to
commit suicide if denied
an abortion.

Opponents of abortion ar-
gue that the suicide-threat
rule would be open to de-
ceit and permit increasing-
ly broad access to abor-
fion in this predominantly
Catholic country.

The move has been de-
layed in Ireland for two
decades despite a 1992
Supreme Court ruling that
life-saving abortions should
be Irish law.1

Russian President Viadimir Putin looks on during a meeting in the
Kremlin in Moscow.

sian children whose adop-
fion by U.S. families had
been cleared by Russian
courts will be allowed to
leave.

More than 50 Russian chil-
dren were preparing to
join their new families in
the U.S. when the ban on
adoptions was passed, but
it wasn't immediately clear
how many of them already
got a court order allowing
them to leave Russia by
the time the ban was infro-
duced.

“With regard to those who

(AP Photo/Alexei Nikolsky)

had failed to leave even
though all formalities had
been completed, and if
there are some local abus-
es, we will naturally con-
sider those cases,” Peskov
said.

Russian and U.S. diplomats
have been in intense talks
over the issue.

"We are very hopeful that
we will be able to com-
plete the cases of adop-
fion that had been begun
before the law was passed.
So that's something that
we will be working on with

the Russian government,”
U.S. State Department
spokeswoman Victoria Nu-
land said Thursday.

She said that in response to
the State Department’s re-
quest for information from
American families who
were frying to adopt, it
had received e-mails from
some 950 people and was
evaluating where each
party stood in the process.
Nuland added that U.S. of-
ficials would prefer not to
get into specifics because
“we want to see as many
children be able to have
the future that we'd like for
them as possible, and we
don’t want to be putting
people in different cate-
gories.” She also said there
are privacy concerns with
regard to both the Ameri-
cans and the children.
Although some fop Rus-
sian officials including the
foreign minister openly op-
posed the bill,

Putin signed it info law in
less than 24 hours after re-
ceiving it from the parlia-
ment, which overwhelm-
ingly passed it.
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Political motive claimed in murder of 3 Kurds in Paris

SARAH DiLORENZO

SUZAN FRASER

Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — Three Kurd-
ish activists, including re-
portedly one of the found-
ing members of a militant
separatist group, were shot
dead in what authorities
called an “execution” in
central Paris. The slayings
prompted speculation that
the long-running conflict
between insurgents from
the minority group and
Turkey was playing out on
French shores.

The slayings came as Turkey
was holding peace talks
with the Kurdistan Workers
Party, which seeks self-rule
for Kurds in the country’s
southeast, to try to per-
suade it to disarm. The con-
fict between the group,

known as the PKK, and the
Turkish government has
claimed tens of thousands
of lives since 1984.

Turkish Prime Minister Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan said at
a news conference in Sen-
egal on Thursday that his
country was determined to
press ahead with the talks
despite the events in Paris,
which he suggested could
be the result of internal
strife or an act to sabotage
the talks.

The PKK does have a his-
tory of internal kilings. But
many Kurdish activists and
militants were also victims
of  extra-judicial  killings
blamed on Turkish govern-
ment forces in the 1990s.
Initial reports were con-
fradictory but pointed to
a grisly crime scene. One
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Police tried to contain hun-
dreds of Kurds who flocked
to the building in east-
ern Paris where the bod-
ies were found Thursday,
many blaming Turkey and
calling the deaths a “politi-
cal assassination.”

It was not clear if any of
the women were currently
members of the PKK, which
Turkey, the U.S. and the
European Union consider
a ferrorist  organization.
President  Francois Hol-
lande said he and several
politicians knew one of the
women professionally. He

One of the three bodies of the killed Kurdish women is taken out
of the building in Paris, Thursday Jan. 10, 2013. Police say three
Kurdish women have been shot dead at a pro-Kurdish centre in
Paris in what the French interior minister is calling an ‘execution’.

(AP Photo/Remy de la Mauviniere)

Kurdish organization said
the door of the building
where the women were
found just after midnight
was smeared with blood,
that two of the women
were shot in the neck and
one in the stomach and

that the killer used a silenc-
er. French radio reported
that all three were shot in
the head.

The kilings set off a round
of accusations, with each
side accusing the other of
being behind the deaths.

did not say which one.
Turkey's Anadolu news
agency idenfified one of
the victims as Sakine Can-
siz, a founding member
of the PKK in her 50s, but
French authorities have
not confirmed that.

The Paris prosecutors’ of-
fice did confirm that the
other two victims were
Leyla Soylemez and Fidan
Dogan, both in their 20s.

Japan OKs over $224B in fresh stimulus

ELAINE KURTENBACH

MARI YAMAGUCHI

Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — The Japanese Cabinet ap-
proved a fresh stimulus spending of more
than 20 ftrillion yen ($224 billion) on Friday,
rushing to fulfill campaign pledges to
break the world’s third-biggest economy
out of its deflationary slump.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced the
decision at a news conference where he
said the new measures were intfended
fo add 2 percent to Japan's economic
growth and contribute 600,000 new jobs.
Abe urged the central bank to move more
aggressively to encourage lending and
meet a clear inflation target.

Abe took office late last month after a par-
liamentary election victory by the Liberal
Democratic Party, which is touting public
works spending and subsidies to strategi-
cally important sectors as part of its plan to
pull the economy out of recession.

The prime minister, who also served as
prime minister in 2006-2007, has vowed to
make reviving the economy his top prior-

ity, promising support both to small busi-
nesses and big industries such as the auto
sector.

The stimulus deal required wrangling over
tax reform and other issues with the Liberal
Democrat’s coalition partner, the New Ko-
meito. Abe and his ministers also sought
support for his program from big business
in a whirlwind round of appearances at
new year parties this week.

“We willwork with you and appreciate your
cooperation,” industry minister Toshimitsu
Motegi told a gathering of Japanese auto
executives, describing the car industry as
the “"main hitter” of the Japanese econo-
my. “Without a revival of the auto industry
there will be no rebirth of Japan,” he de-
clared. The bulk of the spending package
will go to supporting industrial revitalization
and reconstruction from Japan's March
2011 earthquake and ftsunami disasters. I
also includes plans a request to raise mili-
tary spending by 100 billion yen ($1.1 bil-
lion) from the 4.6 frilion yen ($52.3 billion)
budget last year, the first such increase in
a decade.d
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Syrian rebels seize paris of strategic air base

ZEINA KARAM

Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Hundreds
of Islamic militants fighting
to topple Syrian President
Bashar Assad seized parts
of a strategic northwest-
ern air base Thursday after
weeks of battling govern-
ment troops for control of
the sprawling facility.

At stake is the biggest field
for helicopters used to
bomb rebel-held areas in
the north and deliver sup-
plies for regime forces.
Opposition  fighters and
activists said rebels broke
info Taftanaz air base in
the northern Idlib province
Wednesday night and by
Thursday had seized con-
frol of more than half of
it. Intense battles were sfill
raging, and one activist
said rebels had suffered
losses.

On Thursday evening, an
activist near Taftanaz said
the government bombed
the air base from war-
planes in a desperate at-
tempt to push back rebels
who seized several heli-
copters. The account from
the activist, who requested
anonymity out of fear of
reprisals, could not imme-
diately be confirmed.

An amateur video posted
by activists online showed
smoke rising from behind
helicopters parked at the

maijor prisoner swap of the
civil war.

The rebel attack on the Taf-
tanaz base is part of a wid-

sieging Taftanaz for months
and launched an offensive
fo take the base in early
November.

frontline of the battle for the military airport in Taftanaz, Syria.

Taftanaz tarmac, and a
narrator said it was the re-
sult of an airstrike. The vid-
eo appeared consistent
with Associated Press re-
porting.

Meanwhile, Iran’s official
IRNA news agency said
48 former captives held
for more than five months
returned on Thursday to
Tehran after being freed
by Syrian rebels in the first

er attempt to chip away
at the Syrian regime’s air
supremacy, which poses
the biggest obstacle to
the opposition fighters’
advances. As its control
of large swaths of territory
has slipped over the past
year, the government has
increasingly relied on ifs
warplanes and helicopters
to strike rebel-held areas.

The rebels have been be-

(AP Photo/Mustafa Karali)

Its fall would be an embar-
rassing blow to the regime
but not fully stop airstrikes
by government jets, many
of which come from bases
farther south.

“If the fighters seize full
control of Taftanaz air base
and manage to keep it, it
would be the first major mil-
itary airport to fallintfo rebel
hands,” said Rami Abdul-
Rahman, director of the

Britain-based Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights.
Taftanaz lies near the high-
way between the capital
Damascus and the north-
ern city of Aleppo, a major
front in a civil war that has
locked rebels and govern-
ment froops in a stalemate
for months. Several past
rebel attempts to capture
the Taftanaz base have
failed. Abdul-Rahman,
who relies on a network
of activists on the ground
in Syria, said the rebels in-
volved in the aftack on
Taftanaz were Islamic mili-
tants. He said estimated
their number to be about
700 and said they included
members of Jabhat al-Nus-
ra, affiliated with al-Qaida,
and groups with a similar
Islamic ideology.
Members of al-Nusra, which
the U.S. has branded a ter-
rorist organization, have
been among the most ef-
fective fighters in the reb-
els’ battle to oust Assad.
The opposition has seized
several other air defense
bases in the north and Da-
mascus suburbs, making
off with weapons and am-
munifion but in most cases
have not managed fo re-
tain the facilities.[

Tunisian prosecutors opposed freeing Libya suspect

B.B. BOUAZIA

Associated Press

TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Tuni-
sia’s attorney general’s of-
fice opposed the recent
release of one of the only
people in custody for the
September aftack on the
U.S. diplomatfic mission in
the Libyan city of Benghauzi
that killed four Americans,
an official said Thursday.
The prosecutor’s opposition
means the decision could
be reversed on appeal.

Ali Harzi, a 28-year-old Tu-
nisian, was exfradited from
Turkey in October and at
the fime Tunisian authori-
ties said they “strongly sus-
pected” he was involved in
the attack, whose victims
included U.S. Ambassador
Christopher Stevens.

A judge released him Mon-
day night for lack of evi-
dence, deadling a blow fo
an investigation that has
limped along for months.
Harzi must, however, re-

main in the Tunis area in
case he is needed for fur-
ther questioning.

Fawzi Jaballah, an adviser
to Tunisia’s Justice Ministry,
confirmed Thursday that
the atftorney general’s of-
fice had opposed the re-
lease.

An appeals court will now
hear the prosecution’s side
and could order Harzi be
placed back in custody.
The FBI, which questioned
Harzi for three hours in the

presence of a Tunisian
judge in December, de-
clined fo comment on the
release.

On Sept. 11, armed groups
assaulted the lightly guard-
ed Benghazi mission and
kiled Stevens and three
other diplomats.

There has been little news
of progress so far in bring-
ing the perpetrators to jus-
fice, and U.S. officials have
complained about a lack
of cooperation with the

governments of the region,
particularly Libya, in the in-
vestigation.

Mounting a coherent in-
vestigation is difficult for
the Libyan government 6€”
especially in Benghazi &€”
because authorities rely on
the militias who fought and
helped topple former lead-
er Moammar Gadhafi. It is
often difficult to draw clear
lines between those pro-
viding security and those
causing the instability.[]
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French taxi drivers’ strike clogs roadways

SYLVIE CORBET

Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — Toxi drivers
across  France clogged
fraffic, slowed access to
airports and forced would-
be passengers to find al-
ternate fransport as they
held a strike Thursday over
government deregulation
proposals they fear will cut
info their business.
Thousands of protesting
taxi drivers lined up in sin-
gle file on roadsides across
the country, refused fares
or traveled highways at a
crawl. At one point in the
late morning, a frip info
Paris that would normally
take 20 minutes was listed
on ftraffic signs at more
than two hours. The drivers

government proposals
fo allow private compa-
nies fo transport the sick
fo medical appointments
and allow for new chauf-
feur businesses.

At Paris’ Orly airport, with
riot police on hand, scores
of taxi drivers prevented
access to the drop-off
point at the West terminal,
forcing air fravelers to walk
further to get inside.

After hours of negofia-
fions, the Interior Ministry
announced late  Thurs-
day that the government
wouldn’'t make any deci-
sions about deregulation
without consulting the taxi
unions.

It also said it would work
tfo eliminate any confusion

between the roles of tra-
ditional taxis and the new
chauffeur businesses.(

called it “Operation Escar-
got.”

Taxi associafions oppose
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Restaurant

SPECIAL

First Course
CAJUN BEEF SALAD
tossed with olives, onions, paprika and chili sauce

SEAFOOD COCKTAIL

with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce

ESCARGOT A LA CREME
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE
dressed with your choice of dressing

Second Course
SOUP OF THE DAY
home made

Third Course
STEAK DIANE
with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs
PICCATA MILANAISE
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan
CHICKEN FLORENTINE
baked stuffed with creamed spinach
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER
stuffed with seafood thermidor

Fourth Course
CHOCOLATE MOUSSE
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE

ICE CREAM
skskskoskoskoksksk

$ 24.00 plus Service Charge

///)m\

1

In combination with coupons will be
a surcharge of $4.00

FOR BESEIWA'I'IIINﬁE%-BBQ!I

L.G. Smiith Bivd. 160 near the low rise Hotels

WY

Striking taxi drivers burn smoke flares as they block the traffic wﬂh their vehlcles in Marsellle
southern France, Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013. Taxi drivers across France are putting on the brakes to
clog traffic, slow access to airports and force would-be passengers to find alternate transport in a

strike over government reforms.

(AP Photo/Claude Paris)

China:

Media protests end; censorship fight unresolved

EDWARD WONG

CHRIS BUCKLEY

© 2013 New York Times
GUANGIZHOU, China - The
demonstrations have died
down and the report-
ers and editors are back
fo work at China’s most
prominent weekly news-
paper. lis latest issue was
published more or less on
schedule. But the paper,
Southern Weekend, is sure
to remain a crucial battle-
ground over Communist
Party censorship.

Southern Weekend has
been a weather vane for
restrictions on news orga-
nizations in China since
its founding 29 years ago,
and its journalists say their
frustration with those con-
straints has been building
for years.

The restrictions have fight-
ened since summer, lead-
ing to the protfests that

erupted at Southern Week-
end’s offices last week
over a heavily rewritten
New Year's editorial, one
of the sharpest outbreaks
of friction so far.

The newspaper appeared
on newsstands Thursday,
after protesting journalists
accepted a compromise
in which provincial propa-
ganda officials promised
to loosen some of the more
infrusive censorship con-
trols over their work.

The protesting journalists
directed their anger at Tuo
Zhen, head of party pro-
paganda in Guangdong,
whom they blamed for
tampering with the New
Year's ediforial, chang-
ing it from an essay urg-
ing respect for citizens’
constitutional rights  into
an error-marred paean to
party rule. But the closest
that anything in the latest

issue came to touching
on that controversy was a
reprint of a commentary
from People's Daily, the
Communist  Party’s main
national paper, on the role
of the news media. “Party
confrol of the media is a
principle, but the manner
in which the party conftrols
the media must keep up
with the times,” Southern
Weekend said in reference
to the People’s Daily com-
mentary. Now Southern
Weekend is at the heart of
the next big test: whether
the Communist Party’s new
leader, Xi Jinping, intends
fo extend his broad promis-
es of economic reform info
a measure of political lib-
eralization, including more
scope for the news media
to challenge officials.

Much more was at stake
than one botched edito-

rial. Q



Great news from The Blue Lobster Restaurant!

PALM BEACH - The charm-
ing owner of the fabulous
Blue Lobster Restaurant,
Mr. Castano, shares the
following news for all food
lovers on Aruba:

"We definitely as a new res-
taurant, making our debut
in the culinary arena of this
beautiful island, carefully
listen to our patrons and
follow the trends of the in-
dustry, and we aim to ac-
commodate such frends
and circumstances. With a
slowly recovering economy
in the US, combined with
the devastation caused by
the recent hurricane to hit
the Northeast, we under-
stand that times are a little
trying for everyone these
days, especially for those
who make up the greater
share of Aruba’s clientele.
So the management of the
Blue Lobster Restaurant,
the island’s favorite new
eatery, nannounces that
as of January 11, 2013, the
restaurant’s menu is Go-
ing Back... YES, Back to our
good old prices. Our menu
has been revised in an ef-
fort to honor our motto:
"Good Food, Good Ser-
vice, And Good Prices!”
(Prices available at www.

arubabluelobster.com ).
And as if this weren't
enough, The Blue Lobster
has added a variety of ex-
citing new menu items to
join the parade of spec-
tacular food choices we
already offer! Try our suc-
culent 16oz. porterhouse
steak, our 150z. T-bone
steak, the 12oz. fillet mi-
gnon or our 120z. sirloin
steak, each prepared with
love and mastery: what a
freat for meat lovers!

And the seafood lovers’
party continues with sev-
eral delicious new dishes,
so now seafood lovers can
enjoy our fresh red snap-
per fillet, our wonderful
seafood platter, our oven
gratinated scallops, the
oyster soup (you must fry
this one), our fresh Wahoo,
or our Australian mussels!
These are just a few of the
new items added fto our
already extensive menu,
which also offers LOB-
STER superbly prepared
in more than 18 different
ways, plus the already
famous  LIVE  LOBSTER!
And the list goes on and
on.... The Blue Lobster is
your place for seafood,
and now Prime Choice

.#;

USA meat as welll

Chef Sandro knows the
importance of sitting tfo-
gether as a family for a
great meal, so he has also
enhanced our Kids Menu,
which your kids will lovel
“Parents can now enjoy
their full dish, and kids can
have their own: Yes, and at
excellent prices t00,” say
Chef Sandro. Patrons can
now enjoy a nice and suc-
culent lunch starting under
ten bucks. German Cas-
tano commented, “We do
care for our clientele and
do understand hard fimes
need fo be sorted out,
and working together as
a team it becomes easier.
The Blue Lobster Restaurant
has joined forces with those
who want to help others
recovering from less good
times.” The Blue Lobster is
also taking on this quest
with some attractive pro-
motions available for this
season, such as free Visit
Aruba Discount cards, (val-
vued at around $500.00),
free coffee with your des-
ert, and free surprises for
Birthdays and Anniversary
celebrations. So all in all,
lots of fun, good food,
good prices, good service,
and the best culinary ex-
perience is just a few steps
from the High Rise Hoftels.
The Blue Lobster is a winner
of Trip Advisor’s Certificate
of Excellence 2012. A visit
to this small but excellent
restaurant while in Aruba is
amust. 4
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Sunday January 13:
Get ready for another exciting BTA Team Cup Challenge'

PALM BEACH - This Team
Cup Challenge will be held
along the beaufiful sandy
beaches in the area of
the Holiday Inn Resort on
Palm Beach. Every court
location will have its own
F&B, seating, shading and
BTA officials. Winners will
be awarded with dinner
certificates and other cool
prizes!

Format: 1 men's double, 1
women's double, T mixed
double.

Matches are played fill 6,
won by 2 games (5-7 e.g.).
fie-break at 6 — 6.
Positioning in the group is
based upon:

1. Total number of

matches won

2. Total number of
sets won minus total
number of sefts lost

3. Total number of
games won minus
total number of
games lost

4, Head to head result

Time frame: 10 am -
2:30pm Pool Play; 3:30pm
Semi Finals at the Holiday
Inn; 5:00pm: Finals af the
Holiday Inn.

Levels : Infermediate & Ad-
vanced; Entry fee: Afl 80.
per team; 24 Teams can

play.(

house for
ShF-I

restau

b

A
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The Blue
,__I&:.ster

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE & LOBSTER HOUSE
Phone: SB6-3843
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Mediterranean-style luxury living comes to Aruba

Tuscany Residence Aruba
brings luxury living to a new
level.

Within the walls of the resi-
dence, 78 comfortable
apartments, 65 intercon-
nected villas, and 10 de-
tached villas will be built.
The buildings in the park
vary greatly in layout,
which also applies to the

houses. You can choose
from no less than twenty-
four different types of hous-
es.

The combination of the
beautiful  Italion  archi-
fecture and the Aruban

palm trees creates a
pleasant  Mediterranean
atmosphere in the park.
Tuscany Residence Aruba
is situated just 600 meters
from the beach, and all
shops and nightspots are

within reach plus shuttle
bus service_ free of charge
_is provided.

At the same ftime you'll
be pleased to find several
swimming pools, a restau-
rant, and even a fithess

room at your disposal.
Every effort has been made
to offer the owners of Tus-
cany Residence Aruba a
reloxed stay. Your enjoy-
ment, comfort, and plea-
sure come first.

While Aruba is one of the
safest countries, the resi-
dence is monitored 24
hours per day.

Situated outside the hurri-
cane belt Aruba is the per-
fect place to spend your
holiday and

Tuscany Residence Aruba
is a great choice. You can
use the house for your own
vacation or, you can also
rent out the house.
Besides, investing in real es-
tate is always wise for the
future. Your investment in
Tuscany Residence Aruba
is a good choice, now and
in the future.l

Special Offer!

luxurious condominiums

$275,000

~/USCANY @/TESIDENCE ARUBA

of Aruba

luxury living on the 1sland

Visit our model home at Salifia Serca 197, Noord
www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com
Choose from stylish condominiums and interconected Villas

Call 586 0135 for a
FREE PICK-UP
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1 LIDAYS From®5: oome?, 00am

DURING THE WEEKES 00pm - 1:008m

ALL LOCATED AT THE SOUTH BEACH CENTRE
Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm - 1:00am
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am

wfw has been o
ﬂwwlgmh;uﬁfﬁwﬁutufb
& Tara Beach Resorfs

L" farily for 11 years.

.

Prince truly loves the resort and his job at the front desk. What he enjoys most is the
interaction he has with guests and the opportunity to make each of them happy by
exoeeding their expectations. His advice is to make sure you love your job, because if you
don't Like it you will not do it well

Prince is one of many associates at Bucuti & Tara Beach Resorts that make the boutique
resort a special experience for its guests, and we wish to say thank you to Prince.

[ e J_ — ,J,.n j_I Proudly 5EI‘|.I:I1I'IE m:jr guests,
BUCUTI g TARA ._.--~ ; our community and our

environment for 25 years.
BEACH RESORTS - ARUBA

o E
o

Edgar Bustillo celebrates
his 15th anniversary at
Caribbean Palm Village!

NOORD - Edgar has been
working at the quaint Ca-
ribbean Palm Village Resort
for the last decade and a
half. He arrived in Aruba
from his native Venezuela
in 1990, and found work as
a bartender at the famed
rum shop next door to the
resort, at the Rio Grande.
He soon decided to move
up the street, and upon be-
coming the pool bartend-
er, he immediately felt right
at home, falling in love with
his guests and with his work,
enjoying the vacation at-
mosphere and the interac-
fion with his colleagues.

Members of management
Gina Tondu, Astrid Muller,
Mary Werleman and Theo
van Loon took time to com-
mend Edgar on his person-
al commitment to the re-
sort and its people, during
the past 15 years.

Edgar who has an 11 year
old daughter with his life-
partner, reports he is an
avid walker, swimmer and
reader, hobbies he likes
fo share with resort guests,
who flock to his bar to be
enfertained by his stories
while sipping his delicious
drinks!(Q
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Baseball to
expand blood
testing for HGH

Dr. Mark Molitch of North-
western University, who
helped write medical stan-
dards meant to limit HGH
treatment to legitimate pa-
tients, holds an injector pen
that contains approximately
a weeks worth of doses for a
patient in need of the drug at
his clinic Thursday, Dec. 20,
2012, in Chicago.

Associated Press

BOB BAUM

AP Sports Writer

PARADISE VALLEY, Arizo-
na (AP) — Major League
Baseball will test for human
growth hormone through-
out the regular season and
increase efforts to detect
abnormal levels of testos-
terone.

Players were subject fo
blood testing for HGH dur-
ing spring training last year,
and Thursday's agreement
between management
and the players’ associa-
tion expands that through-
out the season. Those are
in addition to urine tests
for other performance-en-
hancing drugs.

Under the changes to
baseball’s drug agree-
ment, the World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency laboratory in
Laval, Quebec, will keep
records of each player, in-
cluding his baseline ratio of
testosterone to epitestos-
terone, and will conduct
Carbon Isotope Ratio Mass
Spectrometry (IRMS) fests
of any urine specimens
that “vary materially.”

Continued on Page 19

Lafriots look to repeat '’
0 Az ﬂ"’
Decembengwin over Texans

- .

INewjEngland| quarterback Tom Bradyf((2) celebratesihisi
iSuchdownpassitoltight end Rob Gronkowski'(87)during the fourth!
offan|NFL footballfgame in Foxboroﬁ@;._lil\g_s—s'., Sunday,
30,201 2‘.|Gronk6w§k‘i#\(qs activelafterfmissingifive games with
(albroken|left forearm.; =

’Associated Press
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NBA Capsules

Clippers beat Mavs 99-93 for 13th home win in row

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Chris
Paul had 19 points and 16
assists, and the Los Angeles
Clippers held on to beat
the Dallas Mavericks 99-93
on Wednesday night, ex-
tending their franchise-re-
cord home winning streak
to 13 games.

Matt Barnes added 19
points off the bench, and
Blake Griffin had 15 points
and 13 rebounds for the
Clippers (29-8), who took
sole possession of the
NBA's best record from
Oklahoma City with their
third straight win overall.
Darren Collison scored 22
points for Dallas. O.J. Mayo
added 17 and Dirk Nowitzki
had 15. At 13-23, the Mavs
fell 10 games below .500 for
the first time since March
30, 2000, two months after
Mark Cuban bought the
tfeam. They've lost four in
a row overall and three
straight on the road, where
they are 5-16.
THUNDER 106,
WOLVES 84
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Kevin Durant scored 26
points and Russell West-
brook added 23 fto help
Oklahoma City overpower
outmanned Minnesota.
After losing its last game
on a buzzer-beater against
a lost-place Washington
team saddled by injuries to
its three top players, Okla-
homa City left nothing to
chance with the Timber-
wolves missing All-Star for-
ward Kevin Love and four
others.

The Thunder stretched the
lead to 24 before pulling

TIMBER-

the starters with 5:44 to go.
Alexey Shved scored 18
points for Minnesota, which
announced earlier in the
day that Love would miss
eight to 10 weeks after

final attempt that would
have tied the game. Clark
missed a follow-up 3 off a
long rebound.

Coming off a 125-112 loss
at Houston on Tuesday, the

Los Angeles Clippers center DeAndre Jordan (é) shoots as Dal-
las Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki, of Germany, defends dur-
ing the first half of their NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Jan.
9, 2013, in Los Angeles.

breaking his right hand for
the second time.

SPURS 108, LAKERS 105

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Tony
Parker scored 24 points to
help San Antonio hand
slumping Los Angeles to its
fifth straight loss.

Manu Ginobili added 19
points and Tiago Splitter
and Stephen Jackson had
14 each for San Antonio,
which has won 11 straight
at home.

Kobe Bryant had 27 points,
Metta World Peace add-
ed 23 and Earl Clark 22 for
Los Angeles. Bryant was
10 for 24 from the field,
missing a 3-poinfer on his

Associated Press

Lakers fought until the final
buzzer.

CELTICS 87, SUNS 79
BOSTON (AP) — Jeff Green
scored 14 points, rookie
Jared Sullinger added 12
points and 16 rebounds,
and Boston recovered
from a dreadful third quar-
ter, rallying in the fourth to
beat Phoenix.

The Celfics survived a scor-
ing drought that spanned
almost half of the third
quarter, scoring just 14 in
the period before regain-
ing the lead and taking
command against  the
road-weary Suns, who fell
to 2-16 away from home

with their 11th straight road
loss.

Jason Terry added 13
poinfs as Boston's reserves
oufscored Phoenix’'s 47-
16. Kevin Garnett was the
only Boston starter to score
in double figures, finishing
with 10 points and five re-
bounds.

Jared Dudley scored 14
points and Marcin Gortat
had 12 points and 14 re-
bounds for the Suns.

BUCKS 104, BULLS 96
CHICAGO (AP) — Brandon
Jennings scored 20 of his
35 points in the third quar-
ter and Milwaukee beat
Chicago for its second
consecutive victory under
interim coach Jim Boylan.
Mike Dunleavy had 16
points and Monta Ellis fin-
ished with 14 for Milwau-
kee, which made 10 of
22 3-point aftempts. Larry
Sanders grabbed 12 re-
bounds and blocked sev-
en shots.

Carlos  Boozer
points and 11
for the Bulls, who have
dropped their last two
games against Milwaukee
at the United Center. The
Bulls blew a 27-point lead
in the third quarter as Mil-
waukee snapped a nine-
game losing streak against
Chicago with a 93-92 vic-
tory on Nov. 26.

Boozer has recorded a
double-double in six con-
secutive games.

HORNETS 88, ROCKETS 79
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Rog-
er Mason scored 15 of his
17 points in the fourth quar-
ter to rally New Orleans to

had 22
rebounds

a victory over Houston.
Greivis Vasquez and Ja-
son Smith each scored 17
points for the Hornets, who
have won three in a row
for the first time this sea-
son. Robin Lopez added 14
points for New Orleans.
James Harden scored 25
points for the Rockets, who
had won 10 of 12. Harden,
who was held to three
pointfs in the final quarter
when the Rockets were
outscored 28-10, was the
only Houston player in dou-
ble figures.

Eric Gordon struggled with
five points on 2-of-12 shoot-
ing for the Hornets.
GRIZZLIES 94, WARRIORS 87
OAKLAND, California (AP)
— Zach Randolph had 19
points and 12 rebounds,
Rudy Gay scored 18 points
and Memphis completed
a 3-0 road frip with a vic-
tory over Golden State.
Mike Conley added 16
points and Marc Gasol fin-
ished with 12 points and
nine rebounds to help
Memphis make its quick
West Coast swing more
memorable. The Grizzlies
(23-10) also won at Phoe-
nix on Sunday and af Sac-
ramento on Monday.
Stephen Curry scored 24
points and Klay Thompson
had 20 points, seven re-
bounds and seven assists
as the Warriors (22-12) lost
back-to-back games for
only the second time this
season.

The Warriors were coming
off their most lopsided loss
of the season, 115-89 1o the

Clippers.d
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HGH

Continued from Page 17

“This is a proud and a great
day for baseball,” commis-
sioner Bud Selig said follow-
ing two days of owners’
meetings.

“We'll continue to be a
leader in this field and do
what we have to do.”

The announcement came
one day after steroid-taint-
ed stars Barry Bonds, Roger
Clemens and Sammy Sosa
failed to gain election to
the Hall of Fame in their first
year of eligibility.
Commenting on the tfim-
ing, Selig noted the drug
program changes had
long been in the works “but
it wasn't too bad, was ite”
Selig reflected on how far

baseball had come on
performance enhancing
drug issues.

“This is remarkable when
you think of where we
were 10, 12, 15 years ago
and where we are today,”
he said. “Nobody could
have dreamed it.”

Baseball began random

k=

At left, in a June 23, 2011 file photo, former San Francisco Giants baseball player Barry Bonds leaves federal court in San Francisco.
At center, in a July 14, 2011 file photo, former Major League baseball pitcher Roger Clemens leaves federal court in Washington.
At right in a May 13, 2009 file photo, former baseball player Sammy Sosa attends the People En Espanol “50 Most Beautiful” gala in
New York.

drug testing in 2003, festing
with penalties the following
year and suspensions for
first offenders in 2005.

Initial penalfies were

lengthened from 10 days
to 50 games in 2006, when

illegal amphetamines
were banned. The number
of fests has gradually in-
creased over the past de-
cade.

Selig called
est change a

the lat-
“vet an-
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Where Aruba goes to play!

Open daily 10am to 4am - J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 - 583.5000 - www.casinoalhambra.com

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice.

other indication how far
this sport has come.”

Rob Manfred, baseball’s
executive vice president
for economics and league
affairs, said each player will
be tested at least once.

Associated Press

“Players want a program
that is tough, scientifically
accurate, backed by the
latest  proven  scientific
methods, and fair,” union
head Michael Weiner said
in a statement.4

The Shops at Alhambra Casino

Dining

« Baskin-Robbins
+Dunkin Donuts

« Fusion ~ Piano,
Cigar & Wine Bar

" Retail

&' < ArubaAloe®
« Aruba Memories
« Daher & Co

« Diamonds
International

» Ginger.~
Asian Flavors
« JuanValdez Café
« Little Caesars
« Subway

+ Intermezzo ~
The Salon

+ R-Glass

« The Lazy Lizard

« The Market

+ Divi Logo Shop

CASINO AND SHOPS
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NFL Preview

Patriots ready to repeat December romp over Texans

L N

The Associated Press

The last fime the Houston
Texans went to Gillette Sta-
dium they had the NFL's
best record. They left with
a 42-14 pounding from the
New England Patriots.
Patriots coach Bill Belich-
ick insists the rematch of
that December game on
Sunday in the NFL playoff
divisional round will be dif-
ferent. Not too much differ-
ent, of course, because he
fully expects his Patriots to
win and reach the AFC title
match.

As for another 42-14 out-
come, Belichick dismissed
the thought.

“The plays will match up
differently and I'm sure
there will be new plays that
weren't in that game,”
Belichick said. "I don't think
you can overanalyze that
game. It's a big picture
thing.”

The big picture is that the
AFC East champion Patri-
ots come off their playoff
bye as 9%-point favorites
against the AFC South win-
ners. Houston beat Cincin-
nati 19-13 in the wild-card
round last Saturday, not
looking partficularly over-
whelming.

It's pretty simple what the
Texans must do at the out-
set: Stay close. They fell
behind so quickly on Dec.
10 that the outcome was
decided after one quarter.
"We know that our effort
and how we performed
last fime wouldn't give us a
chance against anybody
on the road,” coach Gary
Kubiak said.

“It's about right now refo-
cusing on all the things we
have to do to go down
there and have a chance
to be successful.”

A win for the Patriots would
give Tom Brady his 17th in
the playoffs and break a
tie with Joe Montana for
most in the postseason as
a starting quarterback.

In the other AFC matchup,
the Denver Broncos have
a chance at home to send
Ray Lewis info retirement
on Saturday.

Lewis plans to end his 17-
year career with the Bal-
timore Ravens when their
season is over, and they

- —
k
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Houston Texans running back Arian Foster (23) celebrates his one-yard touchdown run against
the Cincinnati Bengals during the third quarter of an NFL wild card playoff football game Saturday,

Jan. 5, 2013, in Houston.

extended it with a 24-9
win over Indianapolis last
week. They face the NFL's
hottest tfeam.

The Broncos are coming
off a bye and riding an 11-
game winning streak that
includes a 34-17 win at Bal-
fimore on Dec. 16.

The Ravens weren't at full
strength last month. Last
Sunday marked the first
fime all season that they
had defensive playmak-
ers Lewis, Ed Reed, Terrell
Suggs and Haloti Ngata on
the field together.

“It means nothing that we
beat them in the regular
season. | know we beat
them pretty good, but in
the playoffs it's just a differ-
ent game,” Broncos wide
receiver Brandon Stokley
said.

The Green Bay Packers
have no fear about going
on the road in the post-
season, as they head to
the San Francisco 4%ers on
Saturday. A similar crew to
this year's group won three
away games two years
ago, then beat Pittsburgh
in the Super Bowl.

The Packers have become
healthier as the playoffs

approached. They have a
decent running game to
go with that deep receiv-
ing corps Aaron Rodgers
throws to.

But Green Bay has two sig-
nificant questions:

—Can the spotty offen-
sive line neutralize one of
the NFL's most dangerous
pass rushes, something it
couldn’t do in the season-
opener it lost to San Fran-
cisco?

—Can a defense that

Associated Press

has been gorged on the
ground at times slow down
the league’s fourth-best
rushing attack, led by Frank
Gore?

The 49%ers also have some
uncertainties, notably how
second-year quarterback
Colin Kaepernick will han-
dle the playoff pressure for
the first time.

They do have a secondary
that matches up well with
Green Bay's receivers.

The Seattle Seahawks have

become the fashionable
choice in these playoffs
as the outsider who could
emulate the Super Bowl-
winning New York Giants of
last season, the Packers of
the previous year, and so
on.

Their hosts on Sunday, the
Aflanta Falcons, mean-
while, are under consider-
able pressure as the NFC's
fop-seeded squad for the
second time in three years.
They've yet to win a play-
off game under the current
frio of quarterback Matt
Ryan, coach Mike Smith
and general manager
Thomas Dimitroff — losers
in all three playoff appear-
ances going back to the
2008 season, the last two
not even close.

There's also the feeling
that no team fears going
infto the Georgia Dome,
and with the Seahawks
having erased their road
woes in the last month or
so, including last week’s
24-14 win over the Redskins
in Washington, they are a
formidable foe.

Still, the Falcons have the
big, physical and versatile
receivers to deal with Se-
aftle’s big, physical and
versatile secondary.
“We've been disappoint-
ed a few times,” said cen-
ter Todd McClure, who's
been with the Falcons for
13 years.

“I think we've got guys in
this locker room who are
hungry and ready to get
over that hump."d

Jaguars fire Mularkey after team’s worst season

MARK LONG

AP Sports Writer
JACKSONVILLE, Florida (AP)
— The Jacksonville Jaguars
fired coach Mike Mularkey
Thursday after just one seo-
son, the worst in franchise
history. New general man-
ager David Caldwell made
the announcement, giving
him a clean slate heading
info 2013. Caldwell said
he made the move just 48
hours after he was hired
because he wants to im-
mediately explore every
avenue possible to turn the
Jaguars around. “For that
to happen as seamlessly

as we want, and as quickly
as our fans deserve, | feel it
is in everyone's best inter-
ests for an immediate and
clean restart,” Caldwell
said. Mularkey, who went
2-14 this season, looked like
he would be one and done
when owner Shad Khan
parted ways with general
manager Gene Smith last
week. Even though Khan
ultimately hired Mularkey,
Smith directed the coach-
ing search last January that
started and ended with the
former Atlanta Falcons of-
fensive coordinator.

“Mike Mularkey is leaving

our organizafion with my
utmost respect,” Khan said.
“Mike gave the Jaguars ev-
erything he had on and off
the field, and his efforts as
our head coach will always
be appreciated.”
Mularkey’s brief tenure —
he didn't even last a year
— was filled with mistakes.
His biggest one may have
been his loyalty to Smith,
who assembled a roster
that lacked talent on both
sides of the ball. Mularkey
probably stuck with Smith's
franchise quarterback,
Blaine Gabbert, longer
than he should have. ]
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NFL great Junior Seau had brain disease CTE

BARRY WILNER

AP Pro Football Writer
Junior Seau, one of the
NFL's best and fiercest
players for nearly two de-
cades, had a degenera-
five brain disease when
he committed suicide last
May, the National Institutes
of Health told The Associ-
ated Press on Thursday.
Results of an NIH study of
Seau’s brain revealed ab-
normalities consistent with
chronic traumatic enceph-
alopathy (CTE).

The NIH, based in Bethes-
da, Maryland, conducted
a study of three unidenti-
fied brains, one of which
was Seau’s. It said the find-
ings on Seau were similar
to autopsies of people
“"with exposure to repeti-
tive head injuries.”

Seau’s family requested
the analysis of his brain.
Seau was a star linebacker
for 20 NFL seasons with San
Diego, Miami and New
England before retiring in
2009. He died of a self-in-
flicted shotgun wound.

He joins a list of several doz-
en American football play-
ers who had CTE. Boston
University’s center for study
of the disease reported
last month that 34 former
pro players and nine who
played only college foot-
ball suffered from CTE.

"l was not surprised after
learning a littfle about CTE
that he had it,” Seau’s
23-year-old son, Tyler, said.
"He did play so many years
at that level. | was more
just kind of angry | didn't
do something more and
have the awareness to
help him more, and now it
is foo late.

“I don't think any of us
were aware of the side
effects that could be go-
ing on with head trauma
until he passed away. We
didn't know his behavior
was from head tfrauma.”
That behavior, according
to Tyler Seau and Junior’s
ex-wife Gina, included wild
mood swings, irrational-
ity, forgetfulness, insomnia
and depression.

"He emotionally detached
himself and would kind of
‘go away’ for a little bit,”
Tyler Seau said. "And then
the depression and things
like that. It started to pro-

In this Jan. 10, 2010, file photo, New England Patriots linebacker
Junior Seau (55) warms up on the field before an NFL wild-card
playoff football game in Foxborough, Mass.

gressively get worse.”

He hid it well in public, they
said. But not when he was
with family or close friends.
“We appreciate the Seau
family’s cooperation with
the National Institutes of
Health,” the league said
in an email statement to
the AP. "The finding un-
derscores the recognized
need for additional re-
search to accelerate a
fuller understanding of CTE.
“The NFL, both directly and
in partnership with the NIH,
Centers for Disease Conftrol
and ofher leading orga-
nizations, is committed to
supporting a wide range of
independent medical and
scientific research that will
both address CTE and pro-
mote the long-term health
and safety of athletes at alll
levels.”

NFL teams have given a
$30 million research grant
fo the NIH.

Associated Press

The NFL faces lawsuits by
thousands of former play-
ers who say the league
withheld information on the
harmful effects of concus-
sions. According to an AP
review of 175 lawsuits, 3,818
players have filed suit. At
least 26 Pro Football Hall of
Fame members are among
the players who have done
SO.

Seau is not the first former
NFL player who killed him-
self, then was found fo
have CTE. Dave Duerson
and Ray Easterling are oth-
ers.

Duerson, a former Chicago
Bears defensive back, left a
note asking for his brain to
be studied for signs of tfrau-
ma before shooting himself.
His family filed a wrongful
death suit against the NFL,
claiming the league didn’t
do enough to prevent or
freat the concussions that
severely damaged his
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brain.

Easterling played safety for
the Atlanta Falcons in the
1970s. After his career, he
suffered from dementia,
depression and insomniaq,
according fo his wife, Mary
Ann. He committed suicide
last April.

Mary Ann Easterling s

among the plaintiffs who
have sued the NFL.

“It was important to us fo
get to the bottom of this,

. N
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the truth,” Gina Seau said,
“and now that it has been
conclusively  determined
from every expert that he
had obviously had it, CTE,
we just hope it is taken
more seriously.

“You can't deny it exists,
and it is hard to deny there
is a link between head
frauma and CTE. There's
such strong evidence cor-
relating head trauma
and collisions and CTE."(1Q
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FDA requires
sleeping
drug
dosage cuts

SABRINA TAVERNISE

© 2013 New York Times
WASHINGTON - The Food
and Drug Administration
announced Thursday that
it is requiring manufac-
turers of popular pills like
Ambien and Zolpimist that
help millions of Americans
sleep at night to cut the
recommended dosage in
half for women after labo-
ratory studies showed that
the medicine can leave
patfients drowsy in the
morning and at risk for car
accidents.

The new requirement ap-
plies to drugs containing
the active ingredient zol-
pidem, by far the most
widely used sleep aid. Us-
ing lower doses means less
of the drug will remain in
the blood in the morning
hours and will reduce the
risk that people who use
the drug will be impaired
while driving. The agency
fold manufacturers that
the recommended dos-
age for women, who elimi-
nate zolpidem from their
bodies more slowly than
men, should be lowered
to 5 milligrams from 10
milligrams for immediate-
release products like Am-
bien, Edluar and Zolpimist.
Dosages for extended-re-
lease products should be
lowered to 6.25 milligrams
from 12.5, the agency said.
For men, the agency in-
formed manufacturers that
labels should recommend
that health care providers
should “consider” prescrib-
ing lower doses.

An estimated 10 to 15 per-
cent of women will have
a level of zolpidem in their
blood that could impair
driving eight hours after
taking the pill, while only
about 3 percent of men
do, said Dr. Robert Temple,
deputy director for clinical
science in the FDA's Cen-
ter for Drug Evaluation and
Research. Patients taking
the higher doses should
continue them for the time
being, agency officials
said, but should consult
with their doctors about al-
tering the dose.

Flu widespread but not yet seen at epidemic rate

D. G. McNEIL Jr.

K. Q. SEELYE

© 2013 New York Times

It is not your imagination —
more people you know are
sick this winter, even peo-
ple who have had flu shots.
The country is in the grip of
three emerging flu or flulike
epidemics: an early start to
the annual flu season with
an unusually aggressive vi-
rus; a surge in a new type
of norovirus; and the worst
whooping cough outbreak
in 60 years — all against the
backdrop of the normal
winter highs for the many
viruses that cause symp-
tfoms on the “colds and flu”
spectrum.

Influenza is widespread
and causing local crises.
On Wednesday, Boston’s
mayor declared a public
health emergency as cas-
es flooded hospital emer-
gency rooms.

Google's national flu trend
maps, which frack flu-re-
lated searches, are almost
solid red (for “intense activ-
ity”), and the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s weekly FluView
maps, which frack con-
firmed cases, are nearly sol-
id brown (for “widespread
activity”).

“Yesterday, | saw a con-
struction worker, a big
strong guy in his Carhartts
who looked like he could
fall off a roof without no-
ficing it,” said Dr. Beth Zee-
man, an emergency room
doctor for MetroWest Medi-
cal Center in Framingham,
just outside Boston.

“He was in a fetal position
with fever and chills, like a
wet rag. When | see one of

those cases, | just fighten
up my mask a little.”

Massachusetts General
Hospital in Boston started
asking visitors with even
mild cold symptoms to
wear masks and fo avoid
maternity wards. The hos-
pital has freated 532 con-
frmed influenza patients
this season and admitted
167, even more than it did

who saw both the swine flu
and SARS outbreaks. Add-
ing to the problem, she
said, many staff members
were at home sick, and
supplies like flu test swabs
were running out.

Nationally, deaths and hos-
pitalizations are still below
epidemic thresholds. But
experts do not expect that
to remain frue. Pneumonia

Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, center, and Dr. Barbara Ferrer,
executive director of the Boston Public Health Commission,
speak to reporters after the spread of Influenza caused the
mayor to declare a public health emergency, at the Parkman
House on Beacon Hill, Boston.

(Rick Friedman/The New York Times)

by this date during the
2009-10 swine flu pandem-
iC.

At Brigham and Women's
Hospital, 100 patients were
crowded info spaces li-
censed for 53. Beds lined
halls and pressed against
vending machines. Over-
flow patients sat on bench-
es in the lobby wearing sur-
gical masks.

“Today was the first fime |
think | was experiencing my
first pandemic,” said Heidi
Crim, the nursing director,

usually shows up in national
statistics only a week or two
after emergency rooms re-
port surges in cases, and
deaths start rising a week
or two after that, said Dr.
Gregory A. Poland, a vac-
cine specialist at the Mayo
Clinic in Minnesota.

The predominant flu strain
circulating is an H3N2,
which typically kills more
people than the HINI
strains that usually predom-
inate; the relatively lethal
2003-4 “Fujian flu” season

was overwhelmingly H3N2.
No cases have been re-
sistant to Tamiflu, which
can ease symptoms if
taken within 48 hours, and
this year's flu shot is well-
matched to the H3N2
strain, the CDC said. Flu
shots are imperfect, espe-
cially in the elderly, whose
immune systems may not
be strong enough to pro-
duce enough antibodies.
Simultaneously, the country
is seeing a large and early
outbreak of norovirus, the
“cruise ship flu” or “stom-
ach flu,” said Dr . Aron J.
Hall of the CDC's viral gas-
froenterology branch. It in-
cludes a new strain, which
first appeared in Australia
and is known as the Sydney
2012 variant.

This week, Maine’s health
department said that state
was seeing a large spike in
cases.

Cities across Canada re-
ported norovirus outbreaks
so serious fthat hospitals
were shutting down whole
wards for disinfection be-
cause patients were being
infected after moving into
the rooms of those who
had just recovered.

The classic symptoms of
norovirus are ‘“explosive”
diarrhea and “projectile”
vomiting, which can send
infectious particles flying
yards away.

“l also saw a woman I'm
sure had norovirus,” Zee-
man said. “She said she’'d
gone to the bathroom 14
times at home and four
times since she came into
the ER. You can get dehy-
drated really quickly that
way."d

US panel backs diabetes pill from J&J

WASHINGTON (AP) — A panel of U.S.
health experts ruled Thursday that
an experimental diabetes drug from
Johnson & Johnson is safe and effec-
tive, though lingering safety questions
must be tracked over the long term.
The Food and Drug Administration’s
panel of diabetes experts voted 10-5
in favor of J&J's canagliflozin to treat
Type 2 diabetes. The drug is part of
a new class of medications that work
by increasing the levels of blood sug-
ar excreted via urine.

Panelists said the drug could be use-
ful in combination with existing dia-
betes medications. However, they
raised concerns about low levels of

heart attack, stroke and urinary tfract
infections seen in the first year of test-
ing. The experts said those infections
could be especially harmful to pa-
tients with kidney damage, a com-
mon side effect of diabetes.

Almost all panelists recommended
that the company be required to
frack those problems over the long
term to tell whether they get worse.
“There are definitely benefits to this
drug, there are also risks,” said Dr.
Abraham Thomas of the Henry Ford
Hospital. “I still have concerns, as
many other do.”

In recent years, the FDA has required
companies developing diabetes

drugs to track cardiac side effects in
patient testing.

That's because diabetes medicines
are taken daily for many years, and
one former blockbuster, Avandia,
was linked to higher heart attack risks.
In 2010, the FDA restricted Avandia’s
use to patients not helped by any
other diabetes treatments, and Eu-
ropean regulators barred all sales of
Avandia.

J&J is studying canagliflozin in nine
studies enroling more than 10,000
patients.

It notes this is the largest research ef-
fort of its kind submitted to FDA for a
diabetes drug.d
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Carmakers let app developers drive innovation

RYAN NAKASHIMA
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS (AP) —
Googling the nearest gas
station, sending email from
your smartphone, or book-
ing a table at a restaurant:
Those are all things you
shouldn’t do while driving.
But so many drivers have
grown accustomed to their
on-the-go tasks that au-
tomakers are increasingly
frying to make those things
easier to pull off with both
hands on the wheel and
both eyes on the road.

As General Motors and
Ford commissioned ideas
from app makers this week,
the possibilities for what you
can do with your vehicle's
steering wheel buttons, mi-
crophone, speakers and
internal gauges are quickly
expanding.

How would you like fo
choose your favorite tune
by simply uttering the
song's fitle, tfurn your car
info a mobile Wi-Fi hotspot,
or respond to an ad you
hear on the radio without
liffing a finger?

At the International CES
show, General Motors and
Ford launched programs
that will open their de-
signs to developers, inviting
them to create software
applications for future car
models. It's arelatively new
strategy for car makers,
but one that many gadget
manufacturers employ, in-
cluding Apple, which did
it for the original iPhone in
2007.

The programs free the au-
fomakers from having to
keep pace with new tech-
nologies by tying the func-
tionality of their cars’ inter-
nal systems to advances in
smartphones.

Ford Motor Co.'s app de-
veloper program, called
Sync Applink, “is a way for
(the company) not to wor-
ry about the next big app,”
said product manager Ju-
lius Marchwicki.

General Motors Co. said its
framework “gives develop-
ers a whole new sandbox,
with wheels.”

In some ways, though, the
current systems inside cars
have a long ways to go to
provide the functionality
that smartphones have of-
fered for years.

For instance, in a demo of
Ford's new integration with
music service Rhapsody,
you can wirelessly sync
your phone with the car
and listen to playlists you
have already created by
pressing the voice button
on the steering wheel and
saying “play playlist 1.”

But you can't just choose a
frack by voice on a whim,
which s part of what makes
these unlimited streaming
plans affractive even at
$10 a month.

Saying "“Bruno Mars” to
your Ford car won't pull up
“Locked Out of Heaven,”
although typing it on Rhap-
sody’'s website or smart-
phone app can. The same
is true of Pandora’s radio
app in Ford cars.

The company plans to im-
prove the car’s ability o re-
spond to voice commands
that cover a widerrange of
search terms and speech
in Applink 2.0, which is ex-
pected out by September
of this year, said C.J. King,
development engineer for
Applink. General Motors
showed off its new relation-
ship with Apple's Siri voice
assistant, which is newly in-
tegrated in some of its cars
including the Chevy Spark.
Siri, however, only linked up
to the car’s speaker and
microphone and didn’'t of-
fer access to the car’s in-
ner systemes.

Rhapsody CEO Jon Irwin
said that it's really just the
beginning for automakers
tfo work more closely with
high-tech content provid-
ers.

“This is the first step in what's
going to be a really excit-
ing year,” Irwin said. "As
that technology evolves,
you'll see it get better and
better.”

When it comes to integrat-
ing new driver-friendly ad-
vancements, American
automakers are playing
catch-up to their Asian
counterparts.

Hyundai's Blue Link tech-
nology syncs with iPhones
and Android devices al-
ready and allows users to
check their car’'s mainte-
nance data like tire pres-
sure, fluids and the condi-
tion of airbags on their mo-
bile devices. The service
debuted in 2011 on its So-

nata and is expanding to
a wider range of vehicles.
Voice-activated  confrol
of third-party music apps
isn't infegrated yetf, but
the company is exploring
using Google's Android
software to do so. Toyota's
use of voice is the most ad-
vanced of the auto pro-
viders, even though it had
nothing new to show at
this year’s CES. When it up-
graded ifs Entune service
for Toyota cars and Enform
for its Lexus line at CES last
year, drivers got the ability
to use their voice to control
several key apps, allowing
them to say, for example,
“Adele” to the iHeart Ro-
dio or Pandora app to cre-
ate a custom station with
tracks from the British sing-
er and others who sound
similar. Voice commands
also worked to buy movie
tickets, make restaurant
reservations through the

An industry dffiliate tests out Ford’s SYNC connection and
entertainment system inside a Ford Fusion at the Consumer
Electronics Show, Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013, in Las Vegas. Ford'’s
SYNC connects the car stereo and navigation system to a user’s

mobile device.

OpenTable app and get
turn-by-turn navigation to-
wards cheap gas.

Both Toyota's and Hyun-
dai's systems require yearly
subscription fees after free
trial periods.

On Chrysler's Ram 1500
fruck introduced at the

Associated Press

gadget show this year,
iHeart Radio was added
as an application. Users
who link their smartphones
to the car can select
from customized stations
they've made already but
aren't able to create new
ones by voice.]
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Ford’s souped-up dividend could lure new investors

PAUL HARLOFF

AP Business Writer

Ford may get a longer look
from curious investors after
roling out a more muscu-
lar, souped-up dividend on
Thursday.

The No. 2 U.S. automaker is
doubling its quarterly pay-
out to 10 cenfts, just nine
months after paying its
first dividend in more than
five years. The dividend in-
crease marks another mile-
stone in Ford’'s comeback.
It has strengthened its im-
age with customers along
with its balance sheet.
Ford is expected to report
its fourth consecutive an-
nual profit when it releases
earnings in a few weeks. In
2011, the company posted
its largest profit since 1998.

Analysts who cover Ford
Motor Co. quickly raised
their expectations for the
stock, saying the higher div-
idend could make it more
attractive to investors. Ford
shares rose 2.7 percent to
$13.83 Thursday, their high-
est closing price since July
2011.

Ford's dividend vyield, a
measure of how much a
company pays out relative
fo its stock price, will rise to
2.9 percent, which is higher
than the average 2.2 per-
cent among companies in
the Standard & Poor’s 500
Index. Michael Rawson, a
financial analyst at Morn-
ingstar, said that could en-
fice income fund manag-
ers, who look to generate
dividend income for their
clients. Individual inves-
fors, unhappy with the cur-

American

rent low rates on Treasuries
and certificates of deposit,
might also take Ford for a
spin. The yield on the 10-
year Treasury note was 1.9
percent Thursday.

Because of historically low
interest rates and tepid
economic growth, inves-

tors are shopping around

for reliable dividend in-
come. “Investors have in-
creasingly put their money
info  "higher vyielding but
slower growing companies
that offer a compelling divi-
dend yield relative to bond
rates,” Rawson said.

Ford, based in Dearborn,
Michigan, halted dividend
payments in September
2006. The company lost
$12.6 billion that year.
Since then Ford shed
brands such as Volvo and
Mercury, closed factories,
cut staff and struck a new
confract with union work-
ers that lowers labor costs.
It has also earned praise
and new customers for
products like the Ford Ex-
plorer SUV. And after losing
money during the reces-
sion and financial crisis, the

company has steadily im-
proved profit margins and
rebuilt its stockpile of cash.
As a result, Ford won back
an investment grade rat-
ing on ifs debt last spring.
That did two key things: the
ratings change lowered
the company’s borrowing
costs and allowed it to re-

claim its blue logo and oth-
er assets, which were used
as collateral for a $25 bil-
lion, company-saving loan
in 2006.

A few issues confinue to
hold back Ford — and its
stock price.

Ford has said it expects to
lose $1.5 bilion both this
year and next in Europe,
where plunging sales have
forced it to close plants
and lay off thousands of
workers. The company an-
nounced a mulfi-year re-
structuring of its European
operations earlier this fall.
Analyst Peter Nesvold of
Jefferies said the deci-
sion to return more cash to
shareholders indicates Ford
executives believe they've
correctly  gauged the
amount of cash needed to

fix things in Europe. Ford's
total annual dividend will
rise to around $1.6 billion.
Nesvold raised his price tar-
get for Ford shares to $16.
But there are other prob-
lems. Ford lost market share
in the U.S. last year. Some
sales went to its Japanese
competitors, who recov-
ered from the 2011 earth-
quake. But sales of the new
Ford Escape and Fusion,
two of the company’s most
important products, also
slumped after multiple re-
calls for safety problems.
Ford has fixed those issues
and expects market share
to go up this year as new
products go on sale.

The company is also fac-
ing a leadership transition
soon. Chief Executive Alan
Mulally is stepping back
from day-to-day opera-
tions and handing the reins
to longfime Ford executive
Mark Fields, who became
the company’s chief oper-
ating officer in December.
Although Mulally has said
he will stay through 2014,
some investors fear Ford will
return to bad habits when
Mulally is no longer over-
seeing things.

Finally, as an industrial
company, Ford is more ex-
posed to the economic cy-
cle than, say, a utility com-
pany, which tends to have
more consistent earnings
and higher dividend yields.
Standard & Poor's said
there were 1,262 dividend
increases in  the fourth
quarter of last year, nearly
double the total from the
last quarter of 2011.1

Express plans to cut 5,400 jobs

ALEX VEIGA

AP Business Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — American Ex-
press Co. said Thursday that it will
slash roughly 5,400 jobs, mainly in its
fravel business, as it seeks o cut costs
and fransform its operations as more
of its customers shift to online portals
for booking travel plans and other
needs.

The job cuts will be partly offset by
jobs that the company expects to
add this year, however.

All told, American Express anticipates
that staffing levels will end up being
between 4 percent and 6 percent
lower this year than in 2012. The com-
pany currently has 63,500 employees.
"Against the backdrop of an uneven

economic recovery, these restructur-
ing initiatives are designed to make
American Express more nimble, more
efficient and more effective in using
our resources to drive growth,” CEO
Kenneth Chenault.

Shares slipped 14 cents to $60.65 in
after-hours frading. Shares ended
regular trading up 53 cents at $60.79.
American Express said it will book an
after-tax charge of $287 million due
to the restructuring.

It's also recording $212 million in ex-
penses related to reward points for its
cardholders and roughly $25 million in
customer reimbursements and other
cosfts.

The combined charges will reduce
American Express' fourth-quarter net

income by 46 percent from a year
earlier.

The company projects net income
of $637 million, or 56 cents per share,
compared with net income of $1.2
billion, or $1.01 per share, in the same
quarter of 2011.

Excluding one-fime items, fourth-
quarter 2012 earnings amount to $1.2
billion, or $1.09 per share, ahead of
analysts’ consensus forecast of $1.06
per share, according to FactSet.
Revenue rose 5 percent to $8.1 billion.
Analysts expected $8.01 billion.
Management said spending by card-
holders increased 8 percent during
the quarter, despite some softening
early in the quarter due to Superstorm
Sandy.d

Burger King in
China to serve
Pepsi, not
Coke

NEW YORK (AP) — Diners
who go to a Burger King
in China can now expect
to be served Pepsi, rather
than the Coke they get at
the fast-food chain in the
United States.

PepsiCo Inc. says it struck
a deal fo serve its drinks at
Burger King in China for the
first time, faking over a deal
the chain had with the
Coca-Cola Co. Although
Burger King is the world’s
second largest hamburger
chain, it has fewer than
100 locations in China. But
the Miami-based compa-
ny has said it plans to ex-
pand significantly in China
over the next several years
through a joint venture with
a franchise operator.
Fountain soda accounts
for about a quarter of soft
drink sales volume in Chi-
na, according to the mar-
ket researcher Euromonitor
International. Globally, Co-
ca-Cola, based in Aflanta,
still has a far larger share of
the broader soft drink mar-
ket than PepsiCo.
PepsiCo, based in Pur-
chase, New York, recently
moved to broaden its dis-
fribution in the fast-growing
China market by swapping
its holdings in its bottling op-
erations there for a stake in
Tingyi, a Chinese beverage
maker.]
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Stocks gain, pushing S&P back above five-year high

STEVE ROTHWELL

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The
Standard and Poor’'s 500
closed at another five-year
high Thursday after the
stock market got a boost
from reports suggesting
the outlook for economic
growth may be improving.
The S&P 500 rose 11.10
points, or 0.7 percent, to
1,472.12, its highest close
since  December 2007,
when the U.S. economy
was entering the Great
Recession. It also closed at
a five-year high on Friday
and is now 93 points off its
record close of 1,565.15,
logged in October 2007.
The Dow Jones industrial
average closed up 80.71
points, or 0.6 percent, at
13,471.22. The Nasdag
composite  rose  15.95
points, or 0.5 percent, to
3.121.76.

European Central Bank
President Mario Draghi
said the struggling euro
zone should start growing
again later this year, but he
warned that the region has
yet toreach a turning point
in its struggle with recession
and handling its govern-
ment debt load. The com-
ments bolstered expecta-
tions that the worst of the
region’s crisis may be be-
hind it. Investors were also
cheered by a report that
showed China may gradu-
ally be emerging from its
worst economic  down-
furn since the 2008 global
crisis. Export growth for

the world’s second-larg-
est economy rebounded
strongly in December.
Stocks finished the day
higher despite a U.S. gov-
ernment report that week-
ly applications for unem-
ployment benefits ficked
up last week. The Labor
Department said applico-
tions rose 4,000 to 371,000,
the most in five weeks. The
previous week’s total was
revised lower. Ford was
among the gainers, rising
36 cents, or 2.7 percent, to
$13.83 after the company
doubled its quarterly divi-
dend to 10 cents, just nine
months after paying its first
dividend in more than five
years.

U.S. companies are sit-
fing on record cash piles,
having rebuilt their bal-
ance sheets following the
financial crisis that started
five years ago. Analysts

at Deutsche Bank predict
that corporations will stop
adding to those cash piles
this year and instead start
returning more cash to

would be a 10 percent in-
crease from where it end-
ed 2012. Traders are also
waifing for more indica-
tions on the health of U.S.

Trader John Panin, center, works on the floor of the New York
Stock Exchange Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013. Stocks closed higher
on Wall Street Thursday, gaining for a second day, after the
European Central Bank chief said the region was poised to start
growing again, bolstering expectations that the worst of the

region’s crisis is behind it.

shareholders, helping push
the S&P 500 up to 1,575 by
the end of the year. That

(AP Photo/Richard Drew)

companies from earnings
reports.
A good start this week to

the earning reports for
the fourth quarter of last
year helped the market
Wednesday after alumi-
num company Alcoa pre-
dicted rising demand for
aluminum this year. Inves-
tors will be paying particu-
lar attention to the outlook
for company sales during
this reporting period, said
Quincy Krosby, a market
strategist at Prudential Fi-
nancial. Revenue growth
slowed to 0.4 percent in
the third quarter of 2012,
compared to growth of
11.4 percent in the same
period in 2011, according
to S&P Capital IQ data.

“The third-quarter earnings
season top-line revenue
growth pulled back,” said
Krosby. “That's of concern
because, when all is said
and done, markets are sup-
posed to be a reflection of
company earnings.”

General Motors to open tech center in US

PHILLIP LUCAS

Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — General
Motors says a new infor-
mation technology center
in suburban Atlanta — the
third of four planned by
the largest U.S. automaker
— will open in March and
create 1,000 white-collar
jobs as part of its new fo-
cus on producing software
and other applications in-
house.

The automaker an-
nounced Thursday that it is

hiring software developers,
project managers, dato-
base experts, business ana-
lysts and other information
technology professionals
to staff its Information Tech-
nology Innovation Center
in Roswell — about 10 miles
(16 kilometers) north of At-
lanta.

State officials say the com-
pany has invested $26 mil-
lion in the development
and are calling it another
step toward establishing
the area as a hub for tech-

nological innovation.

General Motors Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Information
Officer Randy Mott said
Thursday that the com-
pany has relied on outside
firms for tech products and
applications for about 30
years. The 228,000 square-
foot (21,181 sq. meter) Ro-
swell facility — along with
centers in Warren, Michi-
gan; Austin, Texas; and a
tfo-be-named fourth loco-
fion — will be part of GM’s
effort to hire up to 10,000

tfechnology professionals
over a three- to five-year
period fo move production
in-house instead of buying
from outside companies.
“We feel lke based on
what we're frying to do,
which is provide capability
for our business, it's much
better to have people that
understand not only tech-
nology but General Motors
and the General Moftors
business,” Mott said after a
news conference at Geor-
gia Tech.d
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares so that each row, each column
and each 3x3 box contains the same number
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.
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An annual survey of col-
leges and universities found
that a growing number of
schools face declining en-
rollment and less revenue
from tuition.

The survey, released by
the credit ratings agency
Moody’s Investors Service
on Thursday, found that
nearly half of colleges and
universities that responded
expect enrollment declines
for full-fime students, and a
third of the schools expect
tuition revenue to decline
or to grow at less than the
rate of inflation.

Moody's analysts say the
problems are particularly
acute at smaller, tuition-de-
pendent schools and low-
er-rated universities, which
have less ability to raise
prices or attract students.
“The cumulative effects of
years of depressed fam-
ily income and net worth,
as well as uncertain job
prospects for many recent
graduates, are combining
fo soften student market
demand at current tuition
prices,” said Emily Schwarz,
a Moody’'s analyst and
lead author of the report, in
a statement.

The growing financial chal-
lenges for colleges and
universities come as stu-
dents and graduates have
amassed more than $1 tril-
lion in student debtf, and
many are sftruggling fo
pay their bills. Nearly 1 in é
people with an outstanding
student loan balance is in

default, the federal govern-
ment says.

Before the financial crisis of
2008, colleges and universi-
ties routinely raised tuition
with little effect on the num-
ber of prospective students
who applied. Some private
colleges said that applico-
tions actually increased
when they bolstered prices,
apparently because fami-
lies equated higher prices
with quality.

But that affitude has
changed, in part because
families’ income has de-
clined. Schwarz also noted,
“Tougher governmental
scrutiny of higher educo-
tion costs and disclosure
practices is adding regulo-
tory and political pressure
to tuition and revenue from
rising at past rates.”

In addition, she noted
that budget negotiations
in Congress could lead
to cuts in student aid pro-
grams, even as the share
of students who depend on
government help contfinues
to rise. At public universi-
ties, federal loans finance
a median of 40 percent of
sfudent charges; at private
schools, the median is 21
percent.

Overall, 18 percent of pri-
vate universities and 15
percent of public schools
that responded to the sur-
vey projected a decline in
net tuition revenue for fiscal
2013. A much larger share,
about one-third, said net
tuition revenue would either
decline or grow by less than
2 percent.

Caribbean Palm
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USA 978 530 6077
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Colleges expectlower enroliment

“Such weak revenue
growth often means a
college cannot afford sal-
ary increases or new pro-
gram investments unless it
cuts spending on staff and
existing programs,” the
Moody's report said. By
comparison, in fiscal 2008,
only 11 percent of private
schools and 9 percent of
public schools failed to
raise tuition revenue by 2
percent or more.

Growing awareness of stu-
dent debt has focused in-
creased attention on the
value and cost of higher
education, which has ris-
en faster than inflafion for
decades as a result of in-
creased spending on ad-
ministrators, financial aid
and debt for new build-
ings, and higher costs for
items that have affected
all businesses, like health
care.d

FOR SALE

Divi Village

wk 11 bedroom $4250
contact USA 716-239-0633

or donbar58@roadrunner.com

198196

FOR SALE

Paradise Beach Villas

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view
week 2&3 $8500 per week
week 2 one bedroom ocean and
pool view $5000

Contact Paradise Beach Villas
297-587-4000

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207
jan. 12-19
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750

198356

FOR RENT

Paradise Beach Villas 2014

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view
week 2&3 $1200 per week
week 2 one bedroom ocean pool
view $1000 per week

Contact Paradise Beach Villas
297-587-4000

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207
jan. 12-19
e-mail;jpenn34769@aol.com
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750

198356A

CASA DEL MAR

2 Bedroom 2 Bath ocean front

Rm 1224 wk 2 $27 K
lemmesell@aol.com

Casa del Mar 2 br 2 ba pool/ocean
side Rm 1318 wk 3 $22K

198359

FOR SALE

Paradise Beach Villas
deluxe 1 Bedr

Room 227 week 1 ocean front
US$14.900.00

Call: 737-3000
itraruba@gmail.com

198381

Christmas & New Year
weeks 2013

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk
52 for 2013

contact:

execsun2000@yahoo.com
198169

FOR SALE

Timeshare for sale

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf
Club 2 Br/ 2 B lock out unit
Platinum time -ocean view
NDZ1543@verison.net
732-6687448 (US)

197996

FOR SALE

Renaissance Ocean View
wk 1-137 $10.500
wk 16 two weeks to Rent
$1000 a week
Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell)
1-781-324-8130
Joe or mary Summers
114364

FOR SALE

House for sale by owner

Close to the beach in Alto Vista in
nice Residential area, property
land smart electricity hot water.
price reduce $150.000

for more info. 594-6639

198193

FOR SALE

Condo in Gold Coast
Everything’s included in this 2 Br
2 2 bath unit check it out now at
www.arubarental.info

or call 562-0735 free pick up

198153

WEEK 52 WOW

Divi Village Golf Resort

Great ocean & pool view

only $6950

contact 564-2686 until 01/07/12 or
z3837@yahoo.de

198184

FOR SALE

Divi Phoenix Luxury

1 bedr 1 2 bath 4 sleep

new bed 5 fl. ocean front

1 stand 2nd wk

E-mail: 1fabor1@gmail.com

or call tel. 586-6066 Room #753

108361

FOR SALE

Casa del Mar
Rm 1111 Presidential Suite
wk 1+2 $17.000 per week
contact (Aruba) 560-1288
until 2/1/13
(USA) 203-483-5700
E-mail: costelli@snet.net
198362

FOR SALE

Casa del Mar

Rm 1117 Presidential Suite

wk 2 $17.000

contact (Aruba) 560-1288

until 1/26/13

(USA) 203-421-3531

E-mail: roberta.ambrose@att.net
198362
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Botica Noord Tel: 586-4606

SAN NICOLAAS:

Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833

@ Police

Police 581-1100
Oranjestad 582-4000
Noord 587-0009
Sta. Cruz 585-4710
Savaneta 584-7000
San Nicolas 584-5000
Emergency
Numbers
Emergency 911
Police 100
Fire Dept. 115
Fire Dept. Il 582-1108
Police Tipline 11141
Hospital 527-4000
Oranjestad
Ambulance 582-1234
Police 582-4000
San Nicolas
Ambulance 584-5050
Police Station 584-5000
BGD San Nicolas 584-1606
Valero Security 584-1720
Services
Information 118
Setar 582-5151
Taxi 582-2116
Taxi- Tas 587-5900
Profesional Taxi 588-0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587-2300
Service Aruba 583-3232

CRUISE SHIP

Jan. 11 Seven Seas Mariner
Grandeur of the Seas

Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424
American Airlines Tel: 582-2700
Avianca Tel: 588-0059
Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900
Insel Air Tel: 588-9314
Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244
Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117
Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272
Venezolana Tel: 583-7674
Foundation
Fellowship Clinic

Tel: 584-6440
Alcoholism & Drug Addiction,
Anonymity guaranteed

Foundation Anti-Droga
Aruba
(FADA) Tel: 583-2999

Foundation
Respetami

Tel: 582-4433

Diabetic Foundation

Arubano

Tel: 583-3808

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel: 583-8989

Foundation Amor

pa Prohimo
Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976
Women in Difficulties
Foundation
Tel: 583-5400
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Indian park battles poachers targeting rhino horn

DENIS D. GRAY

Associated Press
KAZIRANGA, India (AP)
— Out of the early morn-
ing mists and tall grass of
northeast India emerges
a massive creature with @
dinosaur-like face, having
survived millions of years
despite a curse — literally
on its head. As elephant-
borne riders approach,
the formidable hulk sniffs
the air for danger, then re-
sumes ifs breakfast. This is
Kaziranga, refuge to more
than 2,200 endangered In-
dian rhinoceros and one of
the world’s best-protected
wildlife reserves. But even
here, where rangers fol-
low  shooft-to-kill orders,
poachers are laying siege
to "Fortress Kaziranga,” at-
tempting fo sheer off the
animals’ horns to supply a
surge in demand for pur-
ported medicine in China
that's pricier than gold. At
least 18 rhino fell to poach-
ers in and around the park
in 2012, compared to 10 in
all of India in 2011.
Insurgents eager to bolster
their war chests here in In-
dia’s Assam state are also
involved, according to
police. Authorities are in-
vestigating a recent news
report that a Chinese com-
pany offered two rebel
groups a deal: weapons
in exchange for horns and
body parts of the one-
horned species whose sci-
enfific name is rhinoceros
unicornis.

Pitted against the poach-
ers, some armed with bat-
tlefield rifles, are 152 anti-
poaching camps staffed
by more than 900 rangers,
guards and otfher person-
nel — almost one for ev-
ery square kilometer of
the reserve. These include
a well-armed task force
rushed in when the poach-
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In thls Monday, Dec. 3, 2012 photo, one-horned rhlnoceroses graze inside the Kaziranga National
Park, a wildlife reserve that provides refuge to more than 2,200 endangered Indian one-horned
rhinoceros, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam.

ing erupted again early
last year. Kaziranga also
is ready to deploy drones
and satellite surveillance to
frack the intruders.

The rhino war is a bloody
one onall counts. Anumber
of guards have been killed
along with 108 poachers
since 1985 while 507 rhino
have perished by gunfire,
electrocution or spiked pifs
set by the poachers, ac-
cording to the park. More
than 50 poachers were ar-
rested last year.

“It's highly organized crime
where someone comes to
buy, somebody supplies
the arms, someone comes
as a shooter and local field
men help them,” says vet-
eran park chief N.K. Vasu,
as a nighttime operation
that nets one poacher gets
under way. “If mobilization
had not occurred there
would have been wide-
spread killings.”

Reflecting the globalizo-
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Associated Press

In this Monday, Dec. 3, 2012 photo, a one-horned rhinoceros
grazes inside the Kaziranga National Park, a wildlife reserve that
provides refuge to more than 2,200 endangered Indian one-
horned rhinoceros, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam.

Associated Press

tion of wildlife trafficking,
the accelerating slaugh-
ter for China's market oc-
curs wherever one of the
world’s oldest and larg-
est mammals are found,
especially in southern Af-
rica. In South Africa alone,
more than 630 rhinos fell to
poachers last year, up from
13in 2007, according to the
country’s Department of
Environmental Affairs.

Driving the kilings are soar-

ing prices that China’s
growing, moneyed class
are willing to pay — up

to $65,000 per kilogram
($30,000 per pound). This
has even forced muse-
ums in Europe where thefts
have occurred to replace
real rhino horns with fakes.

Behind it is a deeply rooted
belief among many Chi-
nese that rhino horn — ba-
sically compressed hair —
can cure everything from
rheumatism to cancer,
despite admonitions by
most medical experts that
it has "about as much me-
dicinal value as chewing
one’s fingernails."To date,
experts say Asian countries
have proved better at pro-
tecting their rhinos than Af-
rica, where most of the Chi-
na-bound horns originate
before being smuggled
mainly through Southeast
Asia by air, land and sea.

“The bosses of criminal syn-
dicates which conftrol the
trafficking go where the
cost of business is very low,

and that’s now in Africa,”
says Christy Williams of the
World Wide Fund for Na-
ture. “If Africa starts to really
crack down, then they'll be
moving back to Asia. Peo-
ple are always ready to
poach rhino. They are only
waifing for an opportunity,
for the protection to go
down.” Kaziranga park sta-
fistics since 1980 reflect this
ebb and flow, stemming
from both demand and the
level of protection afford-
ed. The 1990s saw intensive
poaching with a high of 48
rhinos killed in 1992. It sub-
sided after 1998 but shot up
again this year.

Williams, who is based in
Nepal, says Asian smug-
gling routes run from India
through Nepal to Tibet and
into other regions of China
or through northern Myan-
mar to China. “"Beyond,
when it heads into Tibet, it's
a black hole,” he says.
China has in the past sup-
ported an array of insur-
gent groups in Assam and
other areas of India’s north-
east that have sought inde-
pendence from India, and
growing economic and
fransport links are facilitat-
ing wildlife trafficking.

Last month, Seven Sisters
Post, an English-language
newspaper in Assam, re-
ported that the United
Liberation Front of Assam
and another rebel group
have been approached
several times by the Lon-
ghui Pharmaceutical
Company, a subsidiary of
arms manufacturer Hawk
Group, to supply rhino parts
in exchange for weap-
ons, something the groups
claim they rejected. The
web site of Longhui, based
in Hainan province, says
the company produces rhi-
no horn medicine through
“shaving alive rhino horn
technology.”

J.N. Choudhury, Assam'’s
police chief, declined fo
comment on the report,
which the government is in-
vestigating, but said mem-
bers of the Karbi Longri NC
Liberation Front have been
arrested in recent weeks
on charges of rhino poach-
ing in and around Kazi-
ranga. News reports say
other rebel groups are also
involved.[
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This Oct.

25, 2004 file photo shows members of Des-
tiny’s Child, from left, Beyonce Knowles, Kelly Row-
land and Michelle Williams at the Radio Music Awards at
the Aladdin Theater for the Performing Arts in Las Vegas.
Associated Press

Destiny’s Child readies
new song, compilation CD

NEW YORK (AP) — Destiny's Child is back together — for
a new song.

The R&B trio announced Thursday they will release a new
frack called “Nuclear.” The song is the group’s first new
offering since 2004.

“Nuclear” will appear on the compilation album, “Love
Songs,” out Jan. 29. It features 13 previously released Des-
tiny Child’s ballads, including the hits “Emotion” and “Ca-
ter2 U.”

“Nuclear” was produced by Pharrell, who co-wrote the
song with Michelle Williams.

Destiny’s Child, which include Williams, Beyonce Knowles
and Kelly Rowland, released its self-titled debut in 1998
with a fourth member. The group’s sophomore album,
“The Writing's on the Wall,” came a year later and gar-
nered mulfiple hits, but the success also shook up the
foursome and Destiny's Child became a trio.[d

Meredith Vieira
leaving ‘Millionaire’

DAVID BAUDER

AP Television Writer

PASADENA, Cadlif. (AP) — Meredith Vieira is leaving “Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire” after 11 years as host of the
syndicated game show.

The former “Today"” show host and two-time Emmy winner
as best game show host said Thursday she’s leaving for
other ventures including more work at NBC News.

An executive familiar with Vieira's plans says Vieira will
be launching her own YouTube channel with stories on
people’s lives. The executive spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the plans haven’t been announced yet.
Vieira also has her own production company. She pro-
duced the feature film “Return” and the touring play “Life
in a Marital Institution (20 Years of Monogamy in One Ter-
rifying Hour)."

Source: Britney Spears out of ‘X Factor’

LYNN ELBER,

AP Television Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Brit-
ney Spears is out of “The X
Factor” after a season in
which the pop star failed
to deliver a ratings boost
for the singing contest, a
person familiar with the
show's plans said Thursday.
Creator Simon Cowell and
fellow producers are dis-
cussing replacements for
Spears and another panel-
ist, record producer Anto-
nio “L.A.” Reid, said the per-
son, who lacked authority
to comment publicly and
insisted of anonymity. Reid
previously announced he
was leaving after two sea-
sons. Demi Lovato appears
likely to return, joining Cow-
ellon the revamped panel.
The show is due to refurnin
the fall.

The departures are yet an-
other shake-up for “The X
Factor,” Cowell's attempt
to strike magic with a U.S.
version of his successful U.K.
series. Cowell replaced
panelists Paula Abdul and
Nicole Scherzinger and
host Steve Jones after a
disappointing first season,
and ratings dropped in the
second season.

The December season fi-
nale drew 9.7 million view-
ers, compared to about
11 million for the first year's
season-ender.  Although
the series has failed to
match Cowell's bold pre-
debut predictions, and
certainly hasn't eclipsed
sister Fox show “American
Idol,” it's helped shore up
the network’s fall schedule.
Pop star Spears, however,
proved less than a one-
season wonder.
Combining fame and a
history of erratic behavior,
she was seen as a poten-
tial spark for better ratings.
But reviewers faulted her
for appearing inexpressive
to the point of boredom
and a repetitively dull use
of the word “awesome.”
On Tuesday, Fox network
chief Kevin Reilly defended
Spears, saying she was do-
ing “areally good job” dur-
ing a Q&A with the Televi-
sion Critics Association.
“She came on, people re-
main fascinated with her
and always will be,” he
said. "Maybe some peo-

This Nov. 5, 2012 file photo shows singer and celebrity judge Brit-
ney Spears at the “X-Factor” Finalists Party in Los Angeles.

ple were waiting for more
drastic displays of some
natfure that never came, so
for those expecting that, it
didn’'t happen.”

Asked whether Fox would
be on board fo bring
Spears back, Reilly replied

Associated Press

“veah" — this despite the
fact producers have been
talking since  Christmas
about substitutes for her
and Reid.

Mario Lopez and Khloe Kar-
dashian joined the show as
co-hosts this season.]

Justin Timberlake hints
return to music in video

NEW YORK
(AP) — Is
Justin = Tim-
berlake
bringing his
music  ca-
reer back?
The 31-year-
old super-
star has
concentrat-
ed almost
exclusively
on his act-
ing career
over the last
few years.
But on Thurs-
day, he
posted a
video on his

This Sept. 19, 2012 file photo shows singer-

actor Justin Timberlake at the premiere of

“Trouble With the Curve” in Los Angeles.
Associated Press

website that showed him walking into a studio, putting on
headphones and saying: “I'm ready.”

Timberlake hasn't made an album since 2006's Grammy-
winning “FutureSex/LoveSounds.” In the video, Timber-
lake is also heard saying that he obsesses over his music
and doesn’'t want to put music out that he doesn’t love
— and that you have to wait for music you love.

The video ends with a countdown to midnight Sunday.
Timberlake — who recently married longtime girlfriend
Jessica Biel — has been in several movies, including “The
Social Network,” *'Bad Teacher,” *'Friends With Benefits”
and last year's “Trouble With the Curve.”
“FutureSex/LoveSounds,” which won four Grammy
Awards, launched three No. 1 hits and sold more than 4
million units in the United States.[
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Child star of ‘Beasts’ taking Oscar nod in stride

DERRIK J. LANG

AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Quvenzhane Wallis  was
experiencing something of
an internal struggle when
she found out she'd been
nominated for an Acad-
emy Award early Thursday
morning.

“I woke up, and (my moth-
er) said, ‘You've been
nominated! You're nomi-
nated!”” recalls Quven-
zhane (Kuh-VAHN-zuh-
nay) of learning she's up
for the best actress prize
at the 85th annual Oscars.
"l was like, ‘Oh my God!
But it was on the inside. It
wasn't on the outside.”

At 9 years old, the “Beasts
of the Southern Wild" star
is the youngest woman
— ahem — girl to ever be
nominated in the catego-
ry.

“"We were all literally los-
ing our minds this morning,
and she's totally taking it in
stride,” says “Beasts” writer-
director Benh Zeitlin, who

This Jan. 8, 2013 photo released by Starpix shows actress
Quvenzhane Wallis at the National Board of Review awards

gala in New York.

is himself nominated in the
directing and adapted
screenplay categories.
“It's magical. She’s just
poised and fearless. | saw
that the first day | ever met
her when she was five. To

Associated Press

this day, she just knows
who she is, and she's con-
fident.”

Quvenzhane, who hails
from Houma, La., about
60 miles southeast of New
Orleans, was in Los Ange-

les Thursday to promote
“Beasts” with Zeitlin, who
lives in New Orleans. She
was just 5 years old when
she first auditioned for the
film’s lead role of Hushpup-
py, a little girl struggling to
survive with her ailing fo-
ther in the southern Delta
as a storm approaches.
Admittedly, Quvenzhane
has never watched an Os-
car felecast. (“Whenever
they said you might make
it to the Oscars, | was like,
‘Who's Oscar? | don't know
Oscar,” she says.) When
asked who she wants to
meet at the star-studded
ceremony, her answer is
“everyone from the Disney
Channel and Nickelodeon
— but not Nick atf Nite.”
When it comes to fashion,
Quvenzhane is open fo
wearing “all colors except
for black by itself” on the
big day, and she’s not in-
terested in wearing a really
long gown.

“I might step on it,” she ex-
plains, matter-of-factly.

Understandably, Quven-
zhane isn't too aware of
her competition, which in-
cludes the likes of Naomi
Watts from “The Impos-
sible” and Jessica Chas-
tain from “Zero Dark Thirty.”
She does know one of her
fellow best actress nomi-
nees: Emmanuelle Riva of
“Amour.” But that’'s only
because she met her the
day prior when the pair
posed for a photo togeth-
er. Both have something in
common. Sorta. They're re-
cord breakers. At 85 years
old, Riva is the oldest best
actress nominee.

Despite her young age,
with a Spirit Award nomi-
nafion and a few other
awards now under her belt,
Quvenzhane is already
adapting to Hollywood's
awards season madness.
That doesn't mean she’s
prepared to just stick to
acting though. What's her
ultimate goal?
“Actress-dentist,” she says
with a foothy grin.(]

Montreux Jazz Festival founder Claude Nobs dies

JOHN HEILPRIN

Associated Press

GENEVA (AP) — Claude
Nobs, the founder and
general manager of the
Montreux Jazz Festival,
whose passion for music
and artistry  infroduced
generations of legendary
musicians fo international
audiences on the Swiss
stage, has died. He was 76.
The Jazz Festival said Nobs,
a native of Montreux, died
Thursday after sustaining in-
juries from a fall while cross-
country sking nearby on
Christmas Eve.

Nobs worked his way from
being a chef and director
of Montreux’s tourism of-
fice, where he organized
charity concerts, to over-
seeing one of the most
iconic music festivals in the
world.

On its website, the festival
said Nobs' death came by
“surprise as if fo remind us
once more, that in life as in
music, each great perfor-
mance could be the last
one even if the show must

In this July 15, 2011 file photo Swiss Claude Nobs, founder and director of the Montreux Jazz
Festival, speaks during the closing press conference during the 45th Montreux Jazz Festival, in
Montreux, Switzerland.

go on.” It was from a visit to
the New York offices of At-
lantic Records that the first
festival in his home city was
born in June 1967, featur-

ing musicians such as Keith
Jarrett and Jack DeJoh-
nette. The festival was an
overnight success, build-
ing over the decades on

Associated Press
Nobs’' passion for jazz, as
much as his gumption and
contacts abroad.
From that meeting in New
York, Nobs went on to gain

career-forming  intfroduc-
fions to musical greats
such as Roberta Flack and
Aretha Franklin, who would
make her first European
tour at his request. The mu-
sical acts at the festival also
would gradually broaden
to include rock and pop.
An early incident involv-
ing the rock group Deep
Purple, which had come to
Montreux to record an al-
bum after performing with
Frank Zappa, became for-
ever linked with Nobs.
During a fire at Zappa's
concert in 1971, Nobs
rushed to save severdl
young concert-goers.
Deep Purple's hit song,
“Smoke on the Water,”
would memorialize the ac-
cident — Nobs as “Funky
Claude” pulling kids to
safety. Two years later,
Nobs became director of
the Swiss branch of Warner,
Elektra and Atlantic, a po-
sitfion that gave him added
clout to infroduce heavy-
weights on the Montreux
stage.
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He Who Knew Not

MAUREEN DOWD

© 2013 New York Times
WASHINGTON - Everyone told
me not to fall in love so quickly,
that I'd get my heart broken.
But | couldn’t help it. Robert
Griffin Il and Alfred Morris, the
stellar Redskins rookies, were
such appealing palliatives to
our ugly, nihilistic politics and
our cascade of lurid sports
scandals. Watching the mag-
nefic newcomers last summer
after | returned from covering
Jerry Sandusky's maleficent trial
in Bellefonte, Pa., made sports
seem fresh again and gave
Washington some rare forward
momentum. The rookies put
their hearts info every single
play. But then, on Sunday, the
spell snapped when the knee
snapped. Coach Mike Shanao-
han committed malpractice,
letting a hobbled young quar-
terback lurch around “like a
pirate with a peg leg,” as The
Washington Post’s Sally Jenkins
wrote. The autocratic, crusty
60-year-old, who makes $7 mil-
lion a year, risked the kid's ca-
reer and the team'’s future fry-
ing to win a wild-card playoff
game - the opposite of what
the Nationals did with Stephen
Strasburg. At that moment, the
Redskins became like the rest
of Washington, and the rest of
our self-centered, grasshopper-
attention-span culture — going
for short-term gain and avoid-
ing long-term pain. Everything
they do on Capitol Hill is about
getting through the next few
months, or next few minutes,
or next confrontation. John
Boehner, after making a mess
of the negotiations with the
president, is now talking about
raising the debt limit in monthly
increments. What's wrong with
weekly, or how about hourly?2
Like Congress patching gap-
ing fiscal wounds, the Redskins
didn’'t seem to fathom that they
were damaging the franchise
long term. “Trying to win that
game, they risked 120 victories
over the next 10 years,” the writ-
er David Israel told me. “That’s
crazy.” Shanahan had not been
protecting his fearless phenom
well all season and had let him
start playing again foo soon
after RGIIl sprained a ligament
against Baltimore four weeks
ago, reinjuring a right knee that
had required surgery at Baylor.
(Not to mention the concussion
he suffered two months prior.)
Dr. James Andrews, the sideline
doctor and renowned ortho-
pedic surgeon who was at the
game in a goofy hat with pom-
poms, told USA Today before
Sunday’s kickoff that “I've been

a nervous wreck lefting him
come back as quick as he has.”
He also said RGIIl ran back info
the Baltimore game without let-
ting the doctors look at him or
falk fo him and that “scared
the hell out of me.” Shanahan
told reporters that Andrews had
given an OK for RGIIl to go back
in, but that tfurned out to be just
a vague “high sign” from the
surgeon as Griffin ran past. In a
sport that has learned the horrif-
ic long-term impact of concus-
sions, is that the best that can
be done to protect headstrong
young sportfs heroes?

The team handed over three
first-round draft picks, a second-
round pick and $21 million to get
RGIIl. Shanahan should have
known that you don't leave a
life-altering decision to a gung-
ho 22-year-old who thinks he's
invincible — a kid who'd never
been in the playoffs, amped up
on adrenaline and conditioned
from childhood to keep play-
ing and to avoid the scorn that
comes from fellow players if you
opt out without severe enough
injuries. Even though RGIII threw
two touchdown passes in the
first quarter, it was clear that his
knee was not stable. When he
couldn’t plant his foot properly
to throw a pass, he ran for the
yardage; his knee buckled and
he fell when nobody had even
hit him. He tore off his helmet in
a sign of distress. It was dumb
football not to switch to the
talented backup quarterback,
Kirk Cousins, so the other players
would have a chance to move
forward and RGlIll would notend
up in the fourth quarter writhing
on the ground, his leg bizarrely
twisted, helpless to reach for a
low snap at the 5-yard line. Sha-
nahan said after the game that
RGIIl - who's headed to surgery
this week, according to ESPN —
told him he could play because
he was “hurt” but not “injured,”
so “that was enough for me.”
Such Clintonian parsing makes
you wonder if Shanahan was
worried about the short life ex-
pectancy for losing coaches of
Redskins owner Dan Snyder.

In his book “Think Like a Cham-
pion,” Shanahan cites an Aro-
bic saying he likes: "He who
knows not, and knows not that
he knows not, is a fool. Shun
him.” The negligent coach -
and, I'm sad to say, bullheaded
quarterback - hurt their tfeam
and jeopardized their future.
The once humble RGIII was
sounding disturbingly like the
legend he has yet to become,
saying he had to stay in be-
cause he was “the best option
for this team™ and “you have to
step up and be a man.”

As David Israel notes, “They've
created a cult of personality
around this kid. He might be the
most personable quarterback
in the world, but if he can't play,
no one's going to want to follow
him. In a Boy Scout troop, may-
be, but not a football team.”

If | want fo see self-serving be-
havior, warped decision-mak-
ing, dangerous rationalizations
and chuckleheads mortgag-
ing the future, | can go back to
watching Congress.d

The Market And Mother Nature

© 2013 New York Times

Whenever | hear the word
“cliff,” I am reminded of some-
thing that President Barack
Obama'’s science adviser, John
Holdren, used o say about how
we need to respond to climate
change because no one can
predict when it might take a
disruptive, nonlinear turn.

“We are driving toward a cliff in
a fog,” said Holdren about the
climate, and that's always a
good time “fo start tapping on
the brakes.” Indeed, when you
think about how much finan-
cial debt we've built up in the
market and how much carbon
debt we've built up in the at-
mosphere, the wisest thing we
could do as a country today is
to start tapping on the brakes
in both emitting less carbon to
bend the emissions curve down
and racking up less debt fo
bend our debt-to-GDP curve
down. Unfortunately, we are still
doing neither. Indeed, we are
actually taunting the two most
powerful and merciless forces
on the planet, the market and
Mother Nature, at the same
fime. We're essentially saying
to both of them: "Hey, what've
you got, baby? No interest rate
risese A little bitty temperature
increase? That's all you've
got2” | just hope we get our
act together before the market
and Mother Nature each show
us what they've got.

Let's look at the huge carbon
and financial deficits we're
amassing. For thousands of
years up to the dawn of the
industrial age 200 years ago,
the Earth’s atmosphere con-
tained 280 parts per million of
the heat-trapping greenhouse

gas carbon dioxide. Today, that
number is nearly 400 ppm, with
450 ppm routinely cited as the
tipping point where we create
the conditions for out-of-control
acceleration.

Melting the permafrost in Alas-
ka, Canada and Siberia, for
example, would release mas-
sive amounts of carbon that
would further increase global
warming. Permafrost is packed
with CO2 and frozen methane,
which is 25 times more potent
a greenhouse gas than CO2.
“If the tundra continues melt-
ing,” says Hal Harvey, the chief
executive of Energy Innovation,
“we could basically release the
equivalent of all the carbon
that all humanity has emitted
from the start of history to now.”
That would really send temper-
atures soaring, ice melting and
sea levels rising.

We're on a similar frajectory
with our debt. Mounting deficits
have driven America's debt-
to-GDP ratio from 36.2 percent
in 2007 to 72.8 percent today.
In their widely hailed book on
credit crises, “This Time Is Differ-
ent,” the economists Carmen
Reinhart and Kenneth Rogoff
argue that countries that allow
their debt-to-GDP ratios to ex-
ceed 90 percent experience
slower growth and greater in-
stability — much like hitting a
climate ftipping point. Indeed,
they note, those who would
point to low interest rates today
as some kind of “all-clear” for
more debt “should remember
that market interest rates can
change like the weather.”
There is another striking parallel.
At some point, when we allow
so much carbon to build up in
the atmosphere, our mightiest
efforts to cut emissions through
energy efficiency, conservation
and new technologies will only
enable us to stay in place. They
won't be able bend the curve
downward anymore. And 450
ppm is not a place we want to
get stuck. And, at some point,
the debt will get so large that
big tax increases and spending
cuts will simply go to pay inter-
est. We also won't be able to
bend that curve anymore, and

spending on infrastructure, edu-
cation and the poor will vanish.
| am struck by how many liberals
insist on reducing carbon emis-
sions immediately but, on the
deficit, say there is no urgency
because no interest rates rises
are in sight. And | am struck by
how many conservatives insist
we must reduce the deficit im-
mediately but, on climate, say
there is no urgency because, so
far, femperature rise has been
slight. (Although 2012 was the
hottest year on record in the
continental United States.) One
reason interest rates are so low is
that they are being suppressed
by the Federal Reserve's quan-
fitative easing. That won't last.
As for the climate, well, *“Mother
Nature doesn’t do quantitative
easing,” Harvey said. Beware of
nonlinear moves in both.

We can’t go off coal overnight,
and we can't go into recession
by cutting spending overnight,
but we need to start tapping
on the brakes in both realms by
agreeing on spending cuts, tax
increases and new investments
that would be phased in as the
economy improves, as well as
higher efficiency standards for
power plants, buildings, vehi-
cles and appliances that would
be phased in, too.

A carbon tax would reinforce
and make both strategies eas-
ier. According to a September
study by the Congressional Re-
search Service, a small carbon
tax of $20 per ton — escalating
by 5.6 percent annually — could
cut the projected 10-year defi-
cit by roughly 50 percent (from
$2.3 trillion down to $1.1 trillion).
What would you rather do to
help solve our fiscal problem:
Give up your home mortgage
deduction and wait two more
years for Social Security and
Medicare, or pay a little extra
for gasoline and electricity?
These will be our choices. I'd
rather pay the little carbon tax,
especially since it would clean
up the air for our kids, drive in-
novation and make us less de-
pendent on the most unstable
region in the world: the Middle
East. How could a carbon tax
not be on the table today? (]
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300 cats, minus the crazy

ANNE RAVER

© 2013 New York Times
PITTSBORO, N.C. - Like her
name, Siglinda Scarpa
seems to be from another
world. And not just Italy,
where she was born. But
one in which you can hear
the animals speak, and ev-
eryone gefs along.
Scarpa, 72, lives in a wood-
en house painted robin’s
egg blue, in the middle of
an open woodland, with
old ocks and pines ris-
ing over sandy soil. With
its second-story porches
covered with the canes of
Lady Banks’ roses, Carolina
josmine and wisteria, the
house could be something
out of a children’s book.
Some people come here
tfo adopt a cat from the
Goathouse Refuge, the
animal sanctuary she runs,
tucked back in the woods.
Others come to buy her
pottery or ceramic art,
which is displayed in the
sunny showroom on the
first floor of this whimsical
house: abstract pieces
that evoke storms brew-
ing in the sky; clay roasting
pofts shaped like squashes,
with frogs or arfichokes on
their lids; or teacups mold-
ed like the face of a cat,
the lines of cheek and jaw,
nose and mouth drawn by
a knowing hand.

For there are real cats ev-
erywhere. A white one
sits as sfill as a snowy owl
on a post overlooking the
woodland. Others walk
among dogs napping in
the sun. More perch on the
railing of a porch, staring
at the birds zooming in and
out of feeders beyond their
reach.

Scarpa, who is barely 5
feet and as slim as a reed,
with gray hair knotted over
a moon-shaped face, ap-
peared at the top of the
porch stairs.

Umbra, which means shad-
ow in ltalian, is her soulful
gray Labrador-Weima-
raner mix with blue eyes.
Musa, her muse, looks like
a liftle coyote. Sole, her
sunny boy, is a huge white
Great Pyrenees with jet-
black eyes.

The dogs looked up, asif to
say, “We were just having
some fun.”

Upstairs, in the sunny kitch-
en, were more cafts —sitting

on tables and chairs, nap-
ping under the wood stove
or beside a snoozing dog
on the couch, and nestled
in the big wooden bowl
Scarpa carved from an
oak downed by a storm.

If you are picturing a crazy
lady living among moun-
tains of newspapers, with a
pack of yowling cafts stink-
ing up the place, forget it.
Even on a winter day, there
is a pine-scented breeze.
The potbellied wood stove
keeps everything so cozy
that the windows and
doors are open, so the cats
(42 at last count) and dogs
(seven) can come and go
as they please.

Roger Manley, the curo-
tor of the Gregg Museum
at North Carolina State
University, where Scarpa’s
ceramic art will be exhib-
ited next fall, calls her “the
Mother Teresa of animals”
and compares her to Al-
bert Schweitzer, "taking
care of everybody, out in
the woods.”

And her home, he said, is
“so calm and serene - like
a spa for cats.”

It was a tiny kitten, nearly

Siglinda Scarpa hugs one of her cats at her home in Pittsboro, N.C.
(Jeremy M. Lange/The New York Times)

with an order of merit by
the president of the repub-
lic before he died in 2007.)
“I always felt that people
were not seeing me,” she
said. “That they were talk-
ing, but never to me.”

Then one night, after she
was in bed, her father

brought her a tiny gray tab-
by. “He lifted up the blan-
ket and put this little frozen
thing on my chest,” she

Less than a year later, she
found these 16 acres in the
woods, with a goat and a
shed and a nondescript
house she turned into an
aerie. (She still owns prop-
erty in Italy, which she rents
out, although she hasn’t
been back since moving
here.) The Goathouse Ref-
uge takes its name from a
goat that came with the
property and two others
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Cats in Siglinda Scarpa’s home in Pittsboro, N.C. Scarpa runs the Goathouse Refuge, a no-kill

animal sanctuary in the woods with over 250 cats, and has 42 cats in her own home.
(Jeremy M. Lange/The New York Times)

drowned in a storm, that
changed the course of
Scarpa’s life when she was
7.

“I think | was a little autis-
fic, but they didn’t have a
name for it then,” she said.
Maybe it was the sound
of the bombers over her
family’s house in northwest
Italy during World War ll, or
hiding from the Gestapo,
which was chasing her fao-
ther, Sergio. (He helped
draft the constfitution of
the Italian Republic, was a
member of the Italian Par-
liament and was honored

said. "I held that kitty with
such love. He changed
my loneliness. | could un-
derstand everything he
wanted and he could un-
derstand me.”

That was when she really
started talking.

“I had to explain to my
mother what the cat was
saying,” she said.

On a visit to cenftral North
Carolina in 1995, she fell
in love with the balmy cli-
mate and the people.

“It feels more like Italy
here, the weather and
the vegetation,” she said.

who live in a pasture now.
But it is actually a no-Kkill
shelter for cats that roam
cage-free on 1 1/2 acres
of fenced woodland.
Scarpa knows every cat's
name and story, be it a
new arrival or one of the
lucky ones napping on her
couch.

Rosa has asthma and
takes medication. Walter is
recovering from mouth sur-
gery. Tigger, who is dedaf,
has trust issues.

“The guy who had him fell
in love with a lady who
didn’t want the cat, so he

threw him away,” Scarpa
said.

Alex, just rescued from a
kill shelter, hides beneath a
blanket, with sad eyes.
“Some of them grieve for
the families that aban-
don them,” Scarpa said. “I
have to force-feed them,
or they would die.”

Gibson was found cuddled
next to the musician who
loved him, who had died
in his trailer.

“Gibson always comes up
fo the back porch when
music is on the radio,”
Scarpa said.

Dr. James Floyd, a veteri-
narian and former head
of the department of farm
animal health and re-
source management at
North Carolina State, met
Scarpa years ago, when
she called his office about
a sick goat.

He also helped her with a
chicken that had a tumor
and a leg that had to be
amputated.

“'d never amputated
the leg of a chicken,” he
said. (They aren't usually
deemed worth the effort.)
“Coccolona was its name,
and that darned chicken
lived another 18 months in
Siglinda’s studio,” he said.
“Siglinda bonded with that
chicken, and | can’t swear
that | don't think that it
knew who she was and re-
sponded to her.”

Scarpa said she plans to
be buried under the oak
free where the animals are
buried.

“This is my home,” she said.
“These are my babies.”1



